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Christmas Peace 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
(Reprinted from the Times of December 8, 1928) 


OME up the road to Bethlehem. A 
heavenly herald calls, 


Serene upon a slumbering world a starry 
splendor falls. 

Come with love’s fragrant frankincense, its 
myrrh and aloes rare — 

More costly than the gift you bring is the one 
that waits you there! 


Come up the road to Bethlehem. The heart®s 
long hunger ends 

Where, by the little Son of God, your knee 
in worship bends. 

Here the poor mantle care has wrought, 
forever from you lay — 

There waits more peace in Bethlehem than 
the world can take away! 


wg 
“Yet Without Strength” 


Helplessness is no reason for despair 
It is a popular saying that “God helps those 
who help themselves.” But how comfort- 
ing it is to turn from this worldly proverb 
to hear the Psalmist saying: “For he shall 
deliver the needy when he crieth, the poor 
also, and him that hath no helper” (Psa. 
72:12). One translation of “the needy” 
is “a helpless one.” Confidence in our own 
strength anu wisdom is a barrier between 
us and God. “Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 
10; 12). When Peter was sinking beneath 
the waves and cried out for help, the Lord 
Jesus immediately “stretched forth his hand, 
and caught him,” and then he rebuked him 
for his small faith, But he caught him 
first! “When we were yet without strength, 
in due time Christ died for the ungodly” 
(Rom. 5:6). God did not wait until we 
were righteous to send his Son to die for 
us, nor does he wait until we are strong 


to reach out his hand to help us. When 
our case seems desperate, and we are over- 
whelmed with a sense of our weakness, our 
foolishness, our sinfulness, that is the very 
time when we can fall back on the ever- 
lasting arms and rest wholly upon the 
Word of the One who said: “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” 
x<— 

Praying on Watch Night 

“Seeing the old year out” is the way 
in which many will spend the closing hours 
of this year. But in view of the great 
distress in the world, — rumors of war and 
actual war in many lands, blatant wicked- 
ness, unemployment with its trail of suffer- 
ing, and violent industrial strikes, — the end- 
ing of one year and the béginning of a 
new year is a call to Christians to humble 
themselves before God and seek his bless- 
ing. Spending watch night in prayer is not 
a new thing, for such men as David Brain- 
erd and Matthew Henry, who lived two 
hundred years ago, made it a time of heart- 
searching and supplication. “More than 
once it has been honored of God in ushering 
in revival,” says the annual call issued 
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again this year by the Great Commission 
Prayer League of Chicago. “The Fetter 
Lane Watch Night Meeting under the Wes- 
leys and Whitfield is a case in point. It 
was at- a Watch Night service that men 
began to pray Dr. R. A. Torrey around 
the world.” The call continues with a 
stirring appeal to all churches and Chris- 
tian people: “This Watch Night should 
be devoted to nothing but prayer for re- 
vival. No stated addresses should pre- 
empt the time. The life of the local church, 
the family, and the people of the com- 
munity, and the welfare of ministers and 
missionaries the world over should be the 
one burden of prayer. ... A mighty move- 
ment of the Spirit of God is needed every- 
where. Parents are anxious; church ‘offi- 
cials are ready to be challenged to seek 
spiritual recovery. Make suitable use of 
the opportunity. Counsel and pray. Act 
in union with your consecrated leaders, 
Change your mid-week service so that it 
will come on Watch Night. Thousands 
will be observing the occasion. Join them 
in seeking the welfare of the whole Church, 
Make Watch Night a memorable night of 
prayer. Without an uplook there will be. 
no betterment of outlook. Pray on Watch 
Night for world-wide revival!” 
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The Prayer That Brings Revival 


An editorial by Ernest M. Wadsworth 


“And when they had prayed, the place 
was shaken where they were assembled to- 
gether; and they were all filled with the 


Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of. 


God with boldness . . . and with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great 
grace was upon them all” (Acts 4: 31-33). 


RAYER for revival differs from every 
P other kind of prayer. Numerous ex- 

amples of such effectual prayers are 
given in the Scriptures. In them we notice 
factors unknown in other prayers. They 
have a singular power to move God. The 
secret of Pentecost is in them. They em- 
brace what God most loves in prayer. 
Fervency is greater. Union with God is 
more intimate. They are more interces- 
sory. - They vocalize the Spirit’s desires, 





This is the seventh article in the series on 
Revival by Mr. Wadsworth, Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League, who also 
conducts the Family Worship department each 
week in the Times. The concluding article, 
“The Preaching That Hastens Revival,” will be 
published in an early issue. 


Is it any wonder that they shake Heaven 
and bring down showers of blessing? 

Moses by one such prayer allayed the 
hot displeasure of Jehovah against Israel. 
The Lord received the nation again into 
his favor. This epochal prayer is stated 
in terse language: “I stayed in the mount, 
according to the first time, forty days and 
forty nights; and the Lord hearkened unto 
me at that time also, and the Lord would 
not destroy thee’ (Deut. 10: 10). 

Joshua similarly after defeat at Ai ob- 
tained God’s special favor. He said: “Alas, 
O Lord God ... what shall I say, when 
Israel turneth their backs before their 
enemies! For the Canaanites and all the 
inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, 
and shall environ us round, and cut off 
our name from the earth: and what wilt 
thou do unto thy great name?” (Josh. 7: 
7-9.) The Lord answered immediately. 

Elijah, by this kind of praying, brought 
in days of revival blessing. He said: 
“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this 
people may know that thou art the Lord 
God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
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back again. . . . Then the fire of the Lord 
fell” (1 Kings 18: 37, 38). 

A revival prayer of King Hezekiah’s 
effected the miraculous deliverance of the 
nation from the domination of the As- 
syrians, Hezekiah prayed: “O Lord our 
God, I beseech thee, save thou us. out of 
his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou art the Lord God, even 
thou only” (2 Kings 19:19). 

Ezra’s revival prayer obtained the puri- 
fication of the nation. The priests and 
the people had taken the daughters of the 
land for themselves and for their sons. 
The holy seed was corrupted. The hand 
of princes and rulers were chief in this 
trespass. Ezra prayed: “O my God, I 
am ashamed and blush to lift up my face 
to thee, my God: for our iniquities are 
increased over our head, and our trespass 
is grown up unto the heavens... . Now 
when Ezra had prayed, and when he had 
confessed, weeping and casting himself 
down before the house of God, there as- 
séembled unto him out of Israel a very great 
congregation of men and women and chil- 
dren: for the people wept very sore... . 
and said . . . We have trespassed against 
our God, and have taken strange wives of 
the people of the land: yet now there is 
hope in Israel concerning this thing. Now 
therefore let us make .a covenant with our 
God” (Ezra 9:6; 10:1-3). God thus 
saved the nation. 

Habakkuk prayed for revival and was 
answered quickly. “O Lord, revive thy 
work in the midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember mercy” .(Hab. 3: 1-3). God vis- 
ited his people. “His glory covered the 
heavens, and the earth was full of his 
praise”. (v. 3). 

The apostles by union in prayer after 
Pentecost received a second Pentecostal 
revival, “They lifted up their voice to 
God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou 
art God, which hast made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all that in them is. 
. . . And now, Lord, behold their threat- 
enings: and grant unto thy servants, that 
with all boldness they may speak thy word, 
by stretching forth thine hand to heal; and 
that signs and wonders may be done by 
the name of thy holy child Jesus. And 
when they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and they spake the word of God with bold- 
ness” (Acts 4:24, 29-31). 

Enough has been said to show that re- 
vival prayers are in a special class by them- 
selves. We now venture to name the salient 
features of effectual revival prayer. 


1. Revival prayers are-groaning prayers. 
—Such were the prayers of Israel in the 
house of bondage. They “groaned” unto 
the Lord. This groan-filled praying was 
the order of the day. Samuel mentions 
this in his last address to Israel. He says: 
“Your fathers cried unto the Lord, then 
the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, which 
brought forth your fathers out of Egypt” 
(1 Sam. 12:6-8). The prayers of Israel 
were groaning prayers. The Spirit prayed 
through them for deliverance “with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered.” Whenever 
God hears the groanings of his troubled 
saints he rises to their help. “As soon as 
Zion travailed, she brought forth her chil- 
‘dren” (Isa. 66:8). 


2. Revival prayers are blushing prayers. 
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—Thus Ezra prayed: “O my God, I am 
ashamed. and blush to lift up my face to 
thee, my God: for our iniquities are in- 
creased over our head, and our trespass is 
grown up unto the heavens” (Ezra 9:6). 
He confessed crimson sins with a blushing 
face. It is the right accompaniment for 
naming transgressions. Prayer that comes 
from a seething heart, offered with blazing 
zeal for the glory of God and with shame 
for his dishonor, will be offered with a 
flushed countenance. God never passes over 
such prayers. 


3. Revival prayers are prostrate prayers. 
—The sight of iniquity, appreciation of 
(Continued on page 843) 








Notes on Open Letters 














Knowing God's Will 


I have a friend who prays on most every 
move or decision and then places two match 
sticks of different lengths in palm of hand 
concealed, and then draws one, if long the 
decision is for, and if short, the decision 
is against. He claims that this is the an- 
swer to his prayers and the only positive 
way of knowing the answer. 


I can find no reference to this in the 
Scriptures, but believe that such a scheme 
is pure gambling that will lead to serious 
results. May I have your advice? Thanks 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 

The method described in this letter is 
a form of drawing lots. It was commonly 
used in Old Testament times with God’s 
approval, as for example, in the division 
of the land of Canaan: “And these are 
the countries which the children of Israel 
inherited in the land of Canaan, which 
Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son 
of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, distrib- 
uted for inheritance to them. By lot was 
their inheritance as the Lord commanded 
by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes, 
and for the half tribe” (Josh. 14:1, 2). 
It was evidently a means by which God did 
show his will to men at that time, as is 
again intimated in the following passage: 
“The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole 
disposing thereof is of the Lord” (Prov. 
16: 33). : 

As far as we know, the last time it was 
used by the apostles was just before Pen- 
tecost when, following Peter’s advice, they 
chose Matthias by lot to take the place 
of Judas (Acts 1: 15-26). Since Pentecost 
there doe: not seem to be any New Testa- 
ment authority for the practice, and it has 
not been generally accepted by the Chris- 
tian Church. On the contrary, we are 
plainly taught that we are to learn to 
know God’s will through his Word and 
prayer. The advice of consecrated Chris- 
tian friends may be valuable, but not con- 
clusive. 

George Miiller, who not only lived by 
faith but founded and carried on over a 
long period of years the orphanages at 
Bristol, England, laid down certain prin- 
ciples for finding the will of God. Briefly, 
these were his principles: “(1) I seek at 
the beginning to get my heart into such a 
state that it has no will of its own in re- 
gard to a given matter. (2) Having done 
this, I do not leave the result to feeling 
or simple impression. (3) I seek the will 
of the Spirit of God through, or in connec- 
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tion with, the Word of God... (4) Next I 
take into account providential circum- 
stances, (5) I ask God in prayer to reveal 
his will to me aright. (6) Thus, through 
prayer to God, the study of the Word; and 
reflection, I come to a deliberate judgment 
according to the best. of my ability and 
knowledge, and if my mind is thus at peace, 
and continues so after two or three more 
petitions, I proceed accordingly.” 

In the Trmes for May 25, 1935, Dr. Pace 
had a striking cartoon on guidance. It 
showed three beams of light, representing 
the “Principles of the Word, the Provi- 
dences of God, the Purpose of the Heart 
—a heart surrendered and Spirit-filled,” 
and the point at which these beams of light 
converged clearly indicated God’s will. 

In a valuable study of the subject, James 
H. McConkey points out that there is no 
royal road to guidance, and shows that God 
guides us by his Word, by circumstances, 
and by the Holy Spirit. He also discusses 
some of the dangers and difficulties, and 
sets forth practical principles which are in 
accordance with the Scriptures. The pam- 
phlet is entitled “Guidance,” and may be 
had free from the Silver Publishing So- 
ciety, 423 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, 
which is supported by voluntary offerings. 

An encouraging and definite promise con- 
cerning guidance is found in James 1:5: 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him.” Many a Christian has stood firmly 
upon this promise, and sooner or later, — 
for we cannot always learn God’s will in 
a moment,—he has found the joy and 
peace that comes from knowing and doing 
God’s_ will. 

ye 


Mr. Gordon's Notes 
on the Sunday School Lessons 


FEW months ago a Christian layman 
who teaches a Bible class, who has 
been a leader at summer conferences for 
many years, and who sends THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times as a gift to a large number 
of people in this and other lands, told one 
of the editors how much he valued the 
“Notes From a Layman’s Greek Testa- 
ment” by Ernest Gordon. He asked 
whether the Times could not publish them 
more often. Doubtless many other teachers 
have found Mr. Gordon’s Notes a valuable 
aid in their preparation for teaching. 
Heretofore the notes have not been defi- 
nitely related to the Sunday school lessons. 
Beginning with next week’s issue, Mr. Gor- 
don will discuss in his interesting way a 
portion of each lesson in every issue dur- 
ing the first quarter of 1937. Mr. Gordon 
is perhaps best known to Times readers 
through his monthly “Survey of Religious 
Life and Thought,” which gives in a thor- 
oughly interesting and readable style the 
result of his voluminous reading in bulletin 
letters and journals in several languages 
from all over the world. But Mr. Gordon 
is also a keen student of the Bible and of 
New Testament Greek, and during the next 
quarter the many busy teachers who use 
the TsmEs in preparing their Sunday school 
lessons will have the advantage of Mr. 
Gordon’s knowledge, as he brings out of 
the original language many beautiful truths 
which the untrained reader could not dis- 
cover for himself. 














Lesson for December 27 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





* 839 








CHIPS FROM 


A GOLDEN GATE 
WORKSHOP 














By RICHARD E. DAY, D.D. 

















Chapter | 


In Which Poor Hopeful 
Begins Following Pilgrim 


HREE men have moved my heart as 

i on the tides through the narrows of 

Golden Gate. 

Spurgeon! who, in due subordination to 
Christ, is my ideal. The man most profited 
by the Spurgeon Centennial was myself. 
I learned, from looking upon him, the glory 
of a Christ-centered life. As a result, I 
have come to fear nothing so much as to 
lose the affection which cries, “Tell me, 
O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou 
feedest ?” 

Then, there is Prince Blameless, whom 
I dare not mention by name, for he is 
still living, a mighty hunter before the 
Lord. Never in my Christian labors do 
I begin to move hastily and prayerlessly, 
without hearing in memory the pleading 
cadence of his voice, “Oh, my young friend, 
how much do you pray? How much do 
you pray?” 

And finally, Dwight Lyman Moody! 
This commoner, who did not spend the 
recommended years on a college campus, 
but who nevertheless showed me, a product 
of the schools, that I was ignorant of the 
Bible! Shamed my heart that I talked 
so much about it, and fed so little upon it! 
Put back into my hands the old King 
James which I had dropped for fancy “ver- 
sions”! Proved to me, so that I could 
no longer doubt it, that 
the glory of a King’s 
herald is “My human lips 
filled with the Word!” 

These three emphases 
constitute the lofty trinity 
of a believer’s virtues: 
Christocentric love, un- 
resting remembrance, and 
fire-Word witnessing. 

It seemed natural, after 
my imagination was cap- 
tured by the way the King 
honored Spurgeon, to be- 
gin writing. I did not at 
first think of publication. 
On my own pages of reso- 
lution sheets I find these 
words, “Dear Lord, I’m 
going to write about Thy 
servant for my own soul’s 
good.” So there grew 








D. L. Moody was unquestionably one 
of the greatest preachers of the Gos- 
pel of all time. The one hundredth 
anniv of his birth will be cele- 
brated on February 5, 1937. A new 
biography of Moody, entitled, “ Bush 
Aglow” and containing hitherto un- 
published material, has been written 
this year by Dr. Day. It was reviewed 
in the Times three weeks ago (Nov. 
21), and in the same issue announce- 
ment was made of a series of articles 
by Dr. Day giving still more material 
about the great evangelist not included 
in the biography. This article is the 
first in the series. 

Those not now getting the Times can 
secure the entire series by sending a 
Twenty-Four Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription, at $1, to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 








under my hand “The Shadow of the Broad 
Brim” [the biography of Spurgeon}. And 
I shall always feel that the King himself 
arranged its printing. 

While “The Shadow of the Broad Brim” 
was being written on the manuscript pages, 
I began to see another, who, like myself, 
“followed Spurgeon wherever he went and 
read whatever he wrote.” It was D. L.! 
At first I loved D. L. because he so loved 
the Heir of the Puritans! Then I loved 


him because I saw how God mightily used 
him, though he never could measure up 
I was intrigued 


to Spurgeon’s abilities! 








Mrs. Elizabeth Moody Washburne and Isaiah Moody 
D. L. Moody’s youngest sister and oldest brother at Northfield, Mass., in 1914 


by the way God used Moody’s common- 
place even more than Spurgeon’s genius. 
Then I wept, and prayed: “Dear Lord, 
Spurgeon discourages me: thou hast given 
me only one talent. But, Moody heartens 
me! If thou canst use Moody, thou canst 
use me!” 

And thus the hurrying pen began writing 
again: hoping that the story of a common 
shrub of the desert, aflame with the Spirit 
of God, would bless others as it -had blessed 
me. A thorough piece of work along this 
line meant months of research. So I: sent 
out the navies for the gold of Ophir, and 
the almug trees for pillars. [1 Kings 10: 
II, 12.] 

I learned, by correspondence with pub- 
lishers of books on Moody, that there were 
difficulties in the way of using biographical 
material that had already been published 
and copyrighted. At once I realized that, 
unless a fresh, new deposit of’ materials 
on Moody were discovered, the situation 
was at checkmate. I was on the point of 
giving up. 

However, it seemed reasonable that there 
must be source material somewhere which 
no writer had evaluated. There was too 
much unaccounted for. One finally “de- 
velops a.scent” in research work, and learns 
to “follow up the breeze.” So a scout ship 
was sent out in another direction. 

There was a clew indicating that even 
Tharshish might once again supply “ivory, 
and apes, and peacocks” (1 Kings 10: 22). 
So—lI turned to Hollywood! 

Somewhere, I had heard 
that Bryant Washburne, 
matinee idol of the old 
silent celluloids, Adonis 
hero of early motion pic- 
tures, was a relative of 
D. L. Moody! Rather 
than risk being turned 
down by a doorbell at- 
tendant I put in a long 
distance phone call to the 
Hollywood Castle. The 
polite voice at the other 
end was extra courte- 
ous: “Surely: come right 
over !” 

Thus in due season 
Deborah and I, tremb- 
bling with a sense of ad- 
venture, were ushered into 
a palace of the Beverly 


(Continued on page 842) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














CRIPTURE in Rural Schools.—No 

better way could be devised to honor 

D. L. Moody’s memory in this his 
centenary year, than to co-operate with the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association’s 
work (843 N. Wells St., Chicago) for the 
million American children who are growing 
up in the mountains of the South and 
Southwest. Christian public school teach- 
ers in these rural districts are greatly 
concerned over this need. One writes 
from Georgia: “Two-thirds of my chil- 
dren know nothing about Christ,” and from 


North Carolina: comes the same plaint, 


“Not more than five children have access 
to a Testament in their homes.” 

The Colportage Association has under- 
taken to distribute Gospel portions and 
other Gospel literature in the public schools. 
Some Southern states have a law requir- 
ing the reading of the Scriptures daily in 


the schools, but few of the children have © 


even a portion. Since the present term 
opened nearly 2,000 teachers have written 
for.the Horton Gospels of John and Moody 
books to use for supplemental reading. 
Pocket Treasuries and Testaments are of- 
fered as rewards for memorizing. Last 
year 47,561 rewards were given. 

Here are extracts from this correspond- 
ence. 

Isom, Ky.: “About 24 students have 
made a profession, and this literature is 
the cause that helped bring it about.” 

Water Gap, Ky.: “I was saved from 
sin by reading one of your Gospels of John. 
In answer to the question, ‘Are you willing 
to confess him before men as Saviour?’ 
I signed my name. I am the teacher.” 

Richmond, Ky.: “Sixteen of the 23 pupils 
have accepted Christ, and several others 
are greatly concerned.” 

Oswalt, Okla.: “Please send me 24 New 
Testaments. The students have learned 
the proper number of verses. Three have 
been saved since we started.” 

From a teacher at Galena, Mo.: “I am 
proud to tell you that I have accepted 
Christ. Your books have meant much to 
me as well as to my pupils.” 

Chimney Rock, N. C.: “These books 
will bear fruit in the lives of these chil- 
dren in years to come. They have gone 
into homes without Christian contacts. 
Most of the children made an effort to 
learn the verses on ‘God’s Plan of Saving 
Sinners.’ They are all anxious. to win 
a Testament.” 

And from Arkansas, Tennessee, Missouri, 
Kentucky, come such sentences as these: 

“Pupils begin to’ ask questions as to 
the way of: salvation.” 

“They are sitting up half the night to 
do the memory work.” 

“Last year there were 60 professions in 
a revival following the use of literature.” 

“Every child, from nine on, gave his 
heart to God. The school has taken a 
100 per cent stand for Jesus.” 

. “Children, young people, adults, and old 
people have been reading the books. They 


seem to be starving for literature of this 
kind.” 


University Ignorance.—Tom Paine was 
not university-trained, but he had a self- 
assurance truly academic. And he actually 
classed the evangelist Luke as one of the 
twelve apostles! Here is another illustra- 
tion from the intelligence of Harvard. 
Norman Hapgood writes in “The Chang- 
ing Years” (p. 44): “When I was at 
Harvard, George Santayana, Robert Lovett, 
Wm. V. Moody, and four other men and 
I created the Laodicean Club, based on 
the idea that Paul was too hard on the 
church that was in Laodicea, when he at- 
tacked it for being neither hot nor cold, 
and that there was much to say for the 
balanced attitude of that seldom-praised 
institution.” 


Yale has sunk to the Harvard level. 





Sound Theology from 
Germany 








Professor Guenther Dehn has 
been lecturing at Mansfield Col- 
lege, Oxford. It is interesting to 
see Germans at work lifting the 
theological level of English-speak- 
ing Christianity. He believes in no 
moratorium in preaching. ‘‘ The 
primacy of the sermon must under 
all circumstances be retained in our 
evangelical services. If the mes- 
sage is accommodated to the re- 
ligious prejudices of the listeners 
it is betrayed.” He denies the theory 
that the whole world is to become 
Christian (that is, in this age) and 
says, “Since Christ the history of 
the world has stood still,” in the 
sense that Christ’s teaching was 
final and Christianity is the final 
fact in the life of the world. He 
also declares that the “Christology 
of the Gospels is identical with that 
of the Epistles” and that “the flesh” 
is not something pertaining to man 
but man himself. No admiration 
for humanity here! 











Dr. Lyman Beecher was the New England 
stalwart who held together evangelical 
Christians at the time when the Unitarian 
defection in Eastern Massachusetts was 
carrying. everything before it. A lecture 
to his honored memory was founded in 
Yale. The last of these “Lyman Beecher 
Lectures on Preaching” were delivered by 
Dr. John Edgar Park. An English re- 
viewer says of the published lectures: “I 
do not know what Dr. Park’s ecclesiastical 
affiliations are, but I should imagine he 


must be a Unitarian of the extreme Left. 
Our Lord’s name is mentioned rather cas- 
ually a few times, not, I think, as often 
as that of G. Bernard Shaw, but what the 
author really believes about Christ and 
Christianity I defy any reader to discover. 
One is reminded of Carlyle’s comment after 
he had been persuaded to go and hear an 
eloquent London preacher, ‘If that man had 
anything to say he could say it.’” 


A Further Statement.—Kittel sums up 
the matter in a few pregnant sentences. 
“It would be wholly unreasonable to ex- 
pect that Jesus, after the manner of Paul’s 
preaching, should, at a certain point in his 
life, have delivered a programmatic dis- 
course concerning himself, his Messianic 
claims, his cross, his resurrection. Rather 
did it belong to the nature of the divine 
revelation as an historical revelation that 
Jesus should gradually draw his disciples 
to a confession of his Messianic nature 
and status; that he should then begin to 
speak of his death. They understood not, 
and only when that which was to happen 
happened, did their eyes begin to oper. It 
was in the nature of this historical revela- 
tion that the words of Jesus should be but 
intimations of that which was to come; that: 
the word of Paul, on the other hand, should 
be entirely different because that of which 
he spoke was accomplished fact, the com- 
pleted work of God in Christ. 

“Here is the decisive point in the dis- 
cussion concerning the teaching of Jesus 
and that of Paul. It is the solution of the 
discussion which was bound to arise, 
namely, whether Paul altered the Gospel 
of Jesus.”—From. the Allgemeine Evang. 
Luth. Kirchenzeitung. 


The Fight Around Paul.—Professor 
Oepke of the University of Leipzig calls 
attention to the fact that the old “his- 
torical-critical research,” which put Paul 
and Jesus in contrast, describing, as Wrede 
did, Paul as “the second founder of Chris- 
tianity,” is a thing of the past. There is 
a new understanding of Paul among the- 
ological thinkers. But, as so often, the 
generality lags behind, and at present a 
genuine hatred of the great apostle rages 
in Germany. “He Judaized Christianity, 
introduced sacramental magic, narrow dog- 
matism, sin-pessimism, etc.” Jesus was, 
they say, Aryan; Paul, Jew, in the most 
offensive use of the word. “He repre- 
sented the Jewish spirit of barter, apply- 
ing it to the relations between God and 
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“This stands everything on its head,” 
says Professor Oepke. “Paul, with all his 
loyalty to his Jewish people, loosed Chris- 
tianity from the’ Jewish bonds which tended 
tq stifle it. Against the false Jews he wrote 
words which, in threatening severity, al- 
most surpassed the ancient anti-Semitism. 

. ‘A hidden emissary of Judaism,’ he 
certainly never was. Why was he driven 
out of the synagogue when he sought to 
approach his Jewish brethren? Why mal- 
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treated, often nearly fatally, by Jewish 
hands? Why defamed and denounced to 
the Roman authorities? Because Jewry 
recognized that the preaching of Paul 
threatened its usurped and privileged posi- 
tion.” 

“Paul,” says Gerhard Kittle of Tuebin- 
gen, “was the most hated man of early 
Christianity. Today they say he Judaized 
Christianity and made it an impossible thing 
for Germans. But the Jews cut the name 
of Rabbi Saulus-Paulus from the entire 
Rabbinic tradition. They hated none of the 
apostles as much as him. Why? Because 
he had destroyed their teaching of the 
Messiah when he taught that the true Mes- 
siah died on the cross.” 

The Jew, Joseph Klausner, professor in 
the Zionist University in Jerusalem, writes 
in his great book on Jesus much that is 
appreciative. “His ethic was one of the 
noblest blossoms on the Jewish stalk. ... 
But Christianity,” he continues, “rests upon 
two great errors, that he was the Messiah 
and that he rose from the dead.” These 
two facts (not errors) are indeed decisive 
in the matter,—for Paul, for Luther, for 
our theology, for every Sunday sermon we 
preach, for “if Christ [the Messiah] be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain.” 


From the Dutch East Indies.—Mr. Jaf- 
fray, pioneering among the islands of the 
East Indies, has placed two devoted Chi- 
nese young women on the island of Billi- 
ton,. Miss Wong and Miss Tjhie. He says: 

“The two families, Wong and Tijhie, 
are among the oldest on the island and are 
highly respected. They have connections 
everywhere. Relatives and friends, know- 
ing that these two Billiton girls had be- 
come Christians, wanted to hear the Gos- 
pel they had come to preach. We called a 
meeting and at once fifty or more came. 
It went on until 10 P. M., and still they 
sat and wanted more. The same was true 
wherever we went. Seldom, if ever, have 
I seen such soul hunger, such open-hearted 
willingness to believe on the Lord Jesus* 
I feel sure you will soon hear of a great 
harvest of souls on Billiton island.” 

Pastor Tsang, who was ordered out of 
Bali by the government, is another Chinese 
missionary who has now undertaken to give 
the Gospel to the 25,000 Sakai jungle people 
of northern British Malaya. They have 
never been evangelized. The Sekak peo- 
ple on the shores of Billiton and Bangka, 
an aboriginal race of fishermen who live 
apart from the Malays, are now much in 
Mr. Jaffray’s mind. 


‘Ye Shut Up the Kingdom of Heaven 
Against Men.”—Every new report of the 
Bible Society has notices of clerical hatred 
of the Word of God. Mr. Bukoeicz of 
Warsaw reports a priest who requires his 
parishioners to take an oath that they will 
not buy Bibles. The re-establishment of 
monarchy in Greece “has encouraged the 
Greek priests to prohibit the sale of the 
New Testament in modern Greek which 
the people understand more readily than 
archaic Greek. In the Dutch West Indies 
the priests are not greatly disturbed by the 
sale of Spanish Scriptures, but use every 
means at their disposal to stop the sale 
of the Papaimento version, the vernacular. 
From Honduras Mrs. Clarence Brooks 
writes to the American Bible Society: “It 
is with deep sorrow that I have to notify 
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you of my husband’s death, which took 
place while he. was selling Bibles in a 
small town called Tanjica. It is sup- 
posed that he was taken off the train, 
placed in prison for a few days, then taken 
out and killed.” Mr. Brooks was a self- 
supporting evangelist and colporteur. 

In Mexico Colporteur de la Cruz was 
arrested under the vagrancy law for selling 
Scriptures from place to place. Mr. Tolosa’s 
report has+a truly Pauline note: “From 
the town of Zavala (Yucatan) I was ex- 
pelled twice; in Tabi they made two 
attempts to kill me; once I was lost in 
the forest of Kulcaba; three times I have 
fallen from a horse; once I had to escape 
on horseback pursued for six miles by 
persecutors. Many times I have suffered 
hunger. In all I have realized the presence 
of God and his guiding hand.” 


A More Excellent Way.—The Chinese 
government is putting down the opium 
traffic by force, and an army of a thou- 
sand drug addicts and opium traffickers 
were shot in China last year. The new 
Mahaffy Hospital in Shih hui Tso, near 
Hankow, is the result of a bequest of an 
Irish Methodist, Miss Jane Mahaffy, and 
the co-operation of Methodist Christian 
Endeavorers of Ireland. Here they are 
treating opium addicts successfully. “We 
blister the patient and then take the con- 





The Seed of the 
Righteous 








Israel Saphir, a learned Jew of 
Budapest, was converted to Christ 
in 1843 at the age of sixty-three. 
His son Philip, who lived but a few 
years of physical weakness, started 
the schools out of which grew the 
great educational mission of theScot- 
tish Church in Hungary. Another 
son was the brilliant and spiritual 
London preacher, Adolph Saphir, 
famous as an expositor of Scripture, 
One sister Maria was the wife of a 
clergyman greatly used, and mother 
of the novelist, Maarten Maartens, 
The younger sister Johanna was 
wife of C. A. Schoenberger, for 
fifty-three years missionary to the 
Jews in the great capitals of Europe. 
Their daughter, Mrs. Herman, was 
author of important devotional 
works, “Creative Prayer,” “ The 
Meaning and Value of Mysticism,” 
and the like. 











tents of the blister in a syringe and inject 
it under the skin of another part. It gives 
the patient an actual distaste for the pipe 
and avoids the overwhelming craving to 
return to the old habit.” 


Brief Notes—A French Unitarian 
preacher, M. Lauriol, in speaking at the 
recent Synod of Agen said, “Purity of 
heart and life is more important than cor- 
rectness of opinion.” To which Dean 
Doumergue answers shrewdly, “Healing is 
more important than the remedy; but with- 


. the teachers’ salaries. . 
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out the remedy there would be no healing.” 
. Marshal Badoglio entered Addis 
Ababa on a white horse and was thereupon 
declared to be Viceroy of Abyssinia. The 
King of Italy has been made Emperor, and 
the coming coronation will be blessed by 
the Pope. But there is another coming on 
a white horse, “He... was called Faith- 
ful and True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war... on his head were 
many crowns” (Rev. 19:12). He will not 
forget the immense injustice to Ethiopia, 
. . . The Westminster Cathedral R. C. 
Chronicle (June) says that France looks 
to Ireland to fill up the appallingly depleted 
ranks of her clergy. There are in France 
10,489 churches without priests, and every 
year approximately 431 more deaths than 
ordinations in the priesthood, so that each 
year brings the loss of a French diocese. 
. . - From the Presbyterian Mission at 
Lovedale, S. Africa, goes out each month 
a publication called “Preachers’ Help” to 
over a thousand subscribers, Negro preach- 
ers of South Africa. Another picture comes 
from the Scotch mission schools of South 
Africa. “Whenever a child passes out of the 
village school he shoulders his pack of 
flour and walks to the central school. Here 
he learns all week, and on Friday returns 
to his village to replenish his empty sack.’ 
The school buildings have been built by 
the children with their teachers, and the 
only cost to the mission is one-third of 
. . Russian atheist 
fanatics are using movie and theater to 
teach godlessness.. Thus the opera “Tra- 
viata” is now given with the usual music, 
but with a new libretto, the story of which © 
is anti-God. .. . Dr. Christie of Haifa has 
prepared a Hebrew hymn book which will 
include some of Horatius Bonar’s hymns 
and various metrical Psalms. . . ; The Rou- 
manian Government has at last granted’ 
full freedom to Baptists, 150 churches be- 
ing allowed to reopen, and members of the : 
state church permitted to attend them. ... 
Young Jews are said to be preaching 
from soap boxes on the West Side in 
New York City, declaring that earth- 
quakes, wars, and anti-Semitism are the con- 
quence of present-day Jewish godlessness, 
... There is a Baptist church made up 
of Gypsies in Arad, a city of Transyl-* 
vania (Roumania). There are 10,000 Gyp- 
sies in Transylvania among whom alcohol 
and venereal diseases rage, and who are 
usually illiterate and in the lowest eco- 
nomic condition. Recently a second Bap- 
tist church of seven members, with a Sun- 
day school of fifty-three young people, was 
established at Cheches, a suburb of Arad, 
the result of evangelistic services. ...A 
notable revival is reported from the Bap- 
tist churches in Cuba. During the past 
few months 500 have confessed Christ 
in 14 churches, .. . The Student Volun- 
teer Movement is to be henceforth affil- 
iated with the Student Christian Move- 
ment, the merger of Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W.C.A., and its Secretary Jesse R. Wil- 
son has resigned. This means the passing 
of the S. V. M. as an aggressive, evan- 
gelical, and prayer-led organization and its 
eventual death. Fortunately the League of 
Evangelical Students is organized and pre- 
pared to take up the ministry which for dec- 
ades distinguished the Student Volunteer 
Movement, and has made constitutional pro- 
vision for the incorporation of missionary 
volunteer groups, as affiliates, into its body. 
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Poor Hopeful 
Begins Following Pilgrim 


(Continued from page 839) 


Hills, whose hardwoods were covered with 
Astrakhans. What a charming chap Mr. 
Washburne turned out to be! His respect 
for his great uncle D. L. was frankly un- 
concealed: he told with downright skill the 
stories of Betsey Moody (his great grand- 
mother). We did not wonder that many 
ladies, now dowagers, had Bryant Wash- 
burne’s picture when they were young. 

Mr. Washburne modestly replied to the 
request for material, that he had nothing 
at all. “But my grandmother, Mrs, Eliza- 
beth Moody Washburne, made a remark- 
able collection. She visited me in Holly- 
wood several years ago: a camera man 
made a movie of us: pleased her greatly. 
She told me then about her collection. 
She’s dead now. All of these things are 
in the possession of her daughter, Miriam 
Elim Washburne. 

“But she’s one of those ‘Fundamental- 
ists,’ and like the rest of them, cranky as 
the devil on religious matters.” 

(Deborah and I exchanged glances.) 

Mr. Washburne continued: “I can’t even 
suggest what you ought to do. But if 
you get at it right, Miss Washburne might 
give. you something.” 

So Deborah and I, and Betsey of De- 
troit, rolled rapidly down the palm-lined, 
hill boulevard running between the ivory 
palaces. We knew two things: How a 
Fundamentalist looks to a Hollywoodite 
(which didn’t seem flattering); and, that 
there was, sure enough, a deposit of un- 
touched Moodyana! 

How great it was we didn’t at that time 
even conjecture, nor was it within our 
power to dream, that within sixty days 
the entire Washburne Ccilection would be 
in San Francisco! 

* * * * * * 


’ The chariot ran like a wild thing from 
Hollywood back to the Golden Gate, re- 
flecting the excitement of the driver. 
“Would the King make it possible for him 
to see some of these things? How could 
it be arranged? Poor Hopeful had no 
name to blandish: few knew him, least of 
all Miss Washburne. Even if he, also, 
was one of those ‘Fundamentalists’ (as he 
was), that was no ground for confidence, —” 

So Hopeful sent Miss Washburne a timid 
letter. “He desired greatly to write a 
biography of her illustrious uncle, D. L. M. 
Of course, Miss Washburne didn’t know 
Hopeful. But maybe he could see some of 
her mother’s treasures. And since she 
didn’t know Hopeful, she would receive a 
copy of ‘The Shadow of the Broad Brim’ 
from which she might learn how he would 
write her uncle’s biography.” 

And then, Hopeful got so busy in the 
labors of his seaboard parish that he for- 
got to send the Spurgeon biography! 

& * * * * 7 


Nearly thirty days later, as a man awak- 
ened out of sleep, I remembered that the 
book had not been sent. Hastily I wrap- 
ped up a copy, afhxed the wings of Uncle 
Sam, and sent it flying to Racine, Wis. 
Then sat down to wait. And my heart 
kept crying: “Dear Lord, if thou dost de- 
sire me to write of thy Northfield servant, 
be pleased to let me see these treasures. 
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Lo, they are as fresh as the morning! No 
human eyes save Moody’s sister and her 
daughter have seen them. Shouldst thou 
bless thy servant in this petition, then, —” 

No one can understand the excitement 
in my soul when I mailed the book. And 
no one could possibly have dreamed. the 
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way that prayer. was to be answered! 
within a fortnight! 
Dr: Day’s next chapter tells of God's 
remarkable benison to him under the 
title, “A Mother's. Purpose, and a™ 
Daughter's Stewardship.” 








Interesting tests on the lessons 
of this past quarter 





Did You Study Your Sunday School Lesson? 


By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 
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Best Answer 
For Young People and Intermediates 
Dreections: Place a check before the 
answer that makes the truest statement. 


1. There are Christians in America be- 
cause 


(1) Peter preached at Pentecost. 
(2) Paul answered the Macedonian 
call. 


(3) Philip explained the Scriptures 
to the Ethiopian, 
2. To become a Christian one must 
(1) Sell all his goods and give to the 
poor. 
(2) Be baptized. 
(3) Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3. In his preaching in Thessalonica, Paul 
(1) Rebuked the people sharply. 
(2) Was as a father to them. 
(3) Insisted that the Christians sup- 
port him. 
4. Paul was prompted to write his treatise 
on love because of 


(1) Dissension in the Corinthian 
church. 

(2) Searching of Scriptures by the 
Bereans. 


(3) Mob action in Thessalonica. 
5. A Christian citizen 
(1) Is afraid of his government. 


2) Refuses to pay taxes to temporal 
powers. 


(3) Gives honor to whom honor is 
due. 


6. The effectiveness of Paul’s ministry in 
Ephesus is shown by 
(2) His stay of two years in that city. 
(2) The miracles of healing performed. 
(3) The changed lives of many of its 
citizens. 
7. On his last visit to Jerusalem, Paul 


(z) Was accused by the Jews of pol- 
luting the Temple. 


(2) Was killed by the angry mob. 
(3) Was welcomed as he came into 
the city. 
8. Paul met the Jews in Rome because 
(1) They were at his trial. 
(2) They visited him in prison. 
(3) He invited them to meet with him. 
9. In the letter to Philemon, Paul taught 
that 
(1) Love suffereth long. 


(2) A:slave had a right to be treated 
as a person. 


(3) Christians should not go into debt. 


10. In writing to Timothy, Paul stressed 
the fact that 


Q) Ritual and ceremony should be 
carefully followed. 


(2) The Romans and Greeks wor- 
shiped other deities. 


(3) Our life is of God and we should 
act accordingly. 


11. In writing to the churches in Asia, 
John 
(1) Upbraided them for their unbelief. 


(2) Spoke well of what was good and 
then censured them. 


(3) Wrote harshly to all of them. 
12. The epistles of John concern chiefly 

(1) Evangelism. 

(2) Faith and works. 


(3) Love. 

ANSWERS 

1. Acts 16:9, 10. 7. Acts 21: 28. 

2. Acts 16: 31. 8. Acts 28: 17ff. 

3. « Thess. 2: 11. 9. Philemon 17. 

4.°1 Gore re 2i. 10. 1 Tim. 6: 13. 

5. Rom. 13: 7. 11. Rev. 2f. 

6. Acts 19: 18-20. 12. 1 John 4: 7-19. 
Matching 


For Juniors and Intermediates 


Directions: In the left-hand column are 
names and in the right-hand column are 


terms describing those names. In front of : 


the left-hand column place the number of 
the term in the right-hand column that de- 
scribes the name. 


Lydia 1. Tentmaker 

Troas 2. Center of Grecian culture 

Thyatira 3. Where Paul preached and 
supported himself by 
tentmaking 

Philippi 4. Seller of purple 

Silas 5. Head of school in Ephesus 

Jason 6. Wife of Aquila 

Berea 7. Home of Lydia 

Aquila 8. Runaway servant 

Priscilla 9. Banished to the isle of 
Patmos 

Corinth 10. Scene cf Macedonian call 

Athens 11. Paul’s host in Thessalonica 


Tyrannus 12. Prison comrade of Paul’s 
Onesimus 13. Scene of earthquake 


John 14, Where Scriptures were 
diligently searched 

ANSWERS 

1. Acts 16:14 (4). 8.. Acts 18:3 (1). 

wo 268, 6 9@).! ae IBS ee 

§.  @- 9b3 eg: Oa See a (3) 

45". 196i we 18)" 3 Bae AD 
(13). 12,  “ 19:9 (5). 

5 “ 36:25 (12). 13. Philemon 

6 "3956, # Cex). ro, 11 (8). 

7 “" 87:3:30,- 21 14. Rev. 1:9 (9). 


(14). 















See oe me, 
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3). 


8). 
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Completion 
For Juniors and Intermediates 


Drrections: In the blank spaces place 
one word which will complete the meaning 
of the sentence. 

1. Being forbidden by the Spirit to preach 
the Gospel in , Paul went 
to where in a vision he saw 
a man of > 

2. After being beaten, Paul and 
were placed in where they 

unto God. 

3. The Jews kept Patil from preaching in 
the ————— in Thessalonica. 

4. After leaving Athens, Paul went to 
———— where he became a friend 
of ———— and 








who were 


5. Paul said ————— was the debt all 
men owed. to each other. 

6. For ————— months Paul spoke boldly 
in the ———— of Ephesus. 

7. After Paul’s arrival in Jerusalem, the 

stirred up the people against 

him and said he had polluted the 

8. Though a in Rome, Paul was 
allowed to live in his own 

9. Paul wrote to on behalf of 
the runaway slave —————. 

10. Paul urged to the 
good fight of ————. 

1i. While on the isle of 
wrote to the 








churches of 


Asia. 
12, Paul called the Bible the ———— of 

the 

ANSWERS 
1. Acts 16:6, 8, 9. 7. Acts 21: 27, 28. 
a >. Gy ga-4s. Se: eR ae 
x Maeetegeees C Sip OS 9. Philemon 1-10. 
B.A ee 20.. 3 Tidt..6: 28, 32, 
5. Rom. 13:8. 11. Rev. 1: 4-9. 
6. Acts 19:1, 8. 12. Eph. 6:17. 
One-Word Answer 


For Juniors 7‘ 

Dreections: Answer each question with 

one word, 

1. When a prisoner in Jerusalem, where 
was Paul taken for safety? 

2. For how many years did Paul live and 
preach in his own hired house in 
Rome? 

3. After his arrival in Rome, what leaders 
did Paul ask to meet him? 

4. In whose school in Ephesus did Paul 
teach? 

5. What kind of miracles were wrought 
by Paul in Ephesus? 

6. Where was Paul forbidden to preach 
the Gospel? 

7. What woman after her conversion en- 
tertained Paul and his companions? 

8. Who was with Paul when he was sent 
away by night into Berea? 

9. By what occupation did Paul support 
himself while preaching? 

10. What did Paul say was the greatest of 
the Christian qualities of character? 

11. To whom did Paul write in behalf of 
Onesimus? 

12. Who was isolated on the island of Pat- 


mos ? 
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13. To whom was one of Paul’s last letters 
addressed ? 

14. In what city was Paul’s preaching read- 
ily received? 

15. Where did Paul receive a call to go 
into Macedonia? 


ANSWERS 


. Castle (Acts 21: 34). 
Two (Acts 28: 30). 
sabe (Acts 28:17). 

yrannus (Acts 19:9). 
Healing (Acts 19:11, 12). 
Asia (Acts 16: 6). 

Lydia (Acts 16:14, 15). 
Silas (Acts 17: 10). 
. Tentmaking (Acts 18: 3). 
zo. Love (1 Cor. 13: 13). 
11. Philemon (Philemon 1, 10). 
12, — (Rev. 1:9). 

imothy (1 Tim. 1:1, 2). 

14. Berea (Acts 17:10, 11). 
15. Troas (Acts 16:8, 9). 


Where? 
For Juniors 


SPY ALEY DH 


Drmections: Answer each question with 
the name of a place. 
1. Where did Paul receive a call to come 
to Macedonia? 
2. Where did Paul join with others in 
prayer by the riverside? 
3. Where was Paul’s message received 
“with all readiness. of mind”? 
Where was Paul charged with turning 
the world upside down? 
. Where had Paul been before coming 
to Corinth? 
6. Where did Paul work with friends mak- 
ing tents? 
7. Where had Aquila lived before com- 
ing to Corinth? 


oo 


uw 


8. Where was the school of Tyrannus 
located ? 
9. Where was Paul rescued from a mob 


and carried into the castle? 


10. Where was Paul when he was espe- 
cially urged not to go to Jerusalem? 


11, Where was Paul’s final imprisonment? 


12, Where was John when writing to the 
churches in Asia? 


ANSWERS 


. Troas (Acts 16:8, 9). 

. Philippi (Acts 16:12, 13). 
Berea (Acts 17: 11). 
Thessalonica (Acts 17: 1, 6). 
Athens (Acts 18:1). 

. Corinth (Acts 18: 1-3). 
Italy (Acts 18: 2). 

. Ephesus (Acts 19:1, 9). 

. Jerusalem (Acts 21: 27, 34). 
10. Cesarea (Acts 21:8, 12). 
11. Rome (Acts 28: 16). 

12. Patmos (Rev. 1:4, 9). 


WeEssTER Groves, Mo, 
ve 
The Prayer That Brings Revival 
(Continued from second page) 
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impotency, inefficiency, and incompetence, 
and of dependence upon God, and with 
alarm over the perils in crises causes pros- 
tration before God. It is the only suitable 
attitude. Thus our Lord prayec :n Geth- 
semane. Friends who »rayec Peter out 
of prison did so “outsiretchediy.’ sevival 
is near when peon:c get uwown on their 
faces before God. 


4. Revival prayers are based upon the 
atonement.—They rest upon “the finished 
work” of Christ. This is what is meant 
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by “ask in my name.” Revival prayers 
capitalize the redemption in Christ Jesus. 
They plead the benefits of Calvary. “He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things?” (Rom. 
8:32.) On the basis of Christ’s atone- 
ment we must prevail in prayer for the 
coming revival. 


5. Revival prayers are based upon the 
Covenant—The New Testament Covenant 
cannot be disannulled. It is unalterable. 
Therefore saints interested in its terms and 
provisions may make legal claim for re- 
vival at the court of Heaven. The New 
Covenant has ever been the pass-key by 
which men of faith have unlocked doors 
of revival blessing. 


6. Revival prayers are united prayers.— 
Union and agreement in prayer are essen- 
tial to revival. It is given in answer to 
mutual prayer. Revivalists and reformers 
understood this necessity. Jonathan Ed- 
wards, father of the New England revival, 
bowed in travail of soul before God for 
revival. He issued a Call to God’s people,, 
“To come into union and explicit agree- 
ment in prayer for the revival of God’s 
work in the Churches in keeping with His 
holy Covenant and promises.” Prayer 
groups were formed all over the land. The 
spirit of prayer was upon the people. Whole 
nights were spent in prayer... Prior to 
his world-famous sermon, “Sinners in‘ the 
Hands of an Angry God,” his congregation 
spent the entire night in intercession. We, 
too, need to travail in soul. We have 
greater reason for being bowed before God. 
It is time to seek the Lord with groanings 
and strong cryings. The Church is in 
humiliation; the ungodly are bold; youth 
is indifferent; God’s servants are in re- 
proach; enemies are mocking the Church; 
and ungodliness prevails. In similar. diffi- 
cult times Daniel set his face to seek the 
Lord with supplication and fastings. We 
need to wait upon God. We will see mighty 
ranifestations of God’s supernatural pres- 
ence and power when there are mighty 
wrestlings in prayer in closets, homes, and 
in services of public prayer. Increase of 
souls comes with travail of soul. 


7. Revival prayers are selfless prayers.— 
They seek only the glory of God and the 
welfare of the Church, and of the world. 
Love “seeketh not her own.” To save their 
people Moses and Paul were willing even 
to be blotted out of God’s book (Exod. 32: 
32; Rom. 9:3). Can we say: “Not unte 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 
give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy 
truth’s sake”? (Psa. 115:1.) Are our 
prayers like these? 

Such were the unique features attending 
the effectual revival prayers of men of 
old. In proportion as these qualities ap- 
pear in our intercessions, our prayers for 
revival will be effectual. Spiritual concern 
will drive us, as it did Moses, to stand in 
the gap in an agony of prayer that leads 
us to say: 

Lord, I know not how to go, 
Till a blessing thou bestow. 

The Spirit of grace will express Himself 
through our prayers in the fervid, inspired 
prayers of prevailing sairts so that we shall 
cry out: “Save us, O Lord our God... 
to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to 
triumph in thy praise” (Psa. 106: 47). 

(To be concluded) 
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IN SOUTHERN EUROPE. 


LESSON 13. DECEMBER.27. REVIEW: THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY 
International Uniform Lesson.—Hebrews 2:1-4; 11:32 to 12:2 
Golden Text.—The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 








shall reign for ever and ever.—Rev. 11:15 








Kinc James VERSION 


Heb. 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip. 

2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every trans- 
gression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 

3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard him; 

4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according 
to his own will? 


11:32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me 
to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of 
David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 

33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens. 

35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others 
were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a 
better resurrection: 

36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 

37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted 
were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented ; 

38 (Of. whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in 
deserts, and im mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 

39 And these ‘all, having obtained a good report through faith, 
received not the promise: é 

40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they 
without us should not be made perfect. 

12:1 Wherefore’ seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses,’ let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth. so easily beset us, and let “us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, 


2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God- 
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Heb. 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them. 
2 For if the word spoken through angels proved stedfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; 
3 how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which 
having at the first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard; 4 God also bearing witness with them, 
both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by ‘gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will. 


11: 32 And what shall I more say? for the time will fail me if 
I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah; of David and Samuel 
and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 
quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, waxed mighty in war, turned to flight 
armies of aliens. 35 Women received their dead by a resurrection: 
and others were *tortured, not accepting *their deliverance; that 
they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 and others had trial 
of mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprison- 
ment: 37 they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were 
tempted, they were slain with the sword: they went about in sheep- 
skins, ‘in goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (of 
whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and moun- 
tains and caves, and the holes of the earth 9 And ‘these all, 
having had witness borne to them through their faith, recéived not 
the promise, 40 God having * provided some better thing concerning 
us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 


12:1 Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every * weight, and the sin 
which *doth so easily beset us, and let us run with « patience the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus the * author and per- 
fecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 


1Gr., distributions. ? Or, beaten to death. 
tion. ‘*Or, foreseen. °Or, encumbrance. 
cling to us. Or, is admired of many. 
captain. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission, 


®Gr., the redemp- 
*Or, doth closely 
‘Or, stedfastness. * Or, 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


UROPE today is in the throes of a 
E conflict which may be the beginning 

of the last great conflict before the 
kingdoms of this world become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ (Rev. 
11:15). Ralph Norton startled his audi- 
ences in America when he stated that there 
were fewer evangelical believers in Spain 
in proportion to the population than in 
heathen China. Paul took the Gospel to 
these nations composing the Roman Empire, 
the nations that today are contending for 
the new, false gospels of Communism and 
Fascism. Paul’s Gospel was the only solu- 
tion for the problems of the Roman Empire 
of that day. And so it is today. The 
issues are the same. The signs of the 
revival of the Roman Empire should stir 
Christians to give that Gospel more zeal- 
ously, as we look forward to the day when 
“he shall reign for ever and ever.” 

This review should show us God’s plan 
for conquering the world, and should stim- 
ulate us to’a Pauline zeal in carrying out 
our part in this great work. 


_The Historical Setting 
This quarter’s lessons begin with the 


& & & & 


entrance of the Gospel into Europe, in 


A. D. 50, and close with the Revelation 
and the letters of John nearly fifty years 
later. The letter to the Hebrews was writ- 
ten (probably by Paul) about A. D. 66 
or 67, before the destruction of Jerusalem. 


Verse by Verse 


Hebrews 2: 1.—Therefore ... give... 
heed . .. lest at any time we should let 
them slip. Hebrews 2:1-4 is the first of 
the five notable warnings scattered through 
this letter, which aims to keep the He- 
brew Christians from going back to Juda- 
ism (3:7 to 4:13; 5:11 to 6:20; 10: 19- 
39; 12:14-29). The first warning, against 
drifting away, is based on the glorious rev- 
elation of chapter one, that Jesus Christ, 
the only Saviour, is God, and that God’s 
final word has been spoken through him. 


Verse 2—The word spoken by angels. 
The Mosaic law, which came by the min- 
istry of angels (Deut. 33:2; Psa. 68:17; 
Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:10). 


Verse 3.—How shall we escape, if we 
neglect? it does not need to be a will- 
ful ‘ransgression, or serious disobedience, 
but just azegiecting. So great salvation. 
So great, becauce ‘spoken by the Lord: 
God himself, without angels accompanying 
him, ‘gave the Gospel message; and so 
great, becausé the Lord himself is the sal- 
vation. See Heart of Lessons. 


Verse 4.—Signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles. The three words for mir- 
acles are here used together, as in Acts 
2:22. Miracles may be viewed as expres- 
sions of mighty power (“miracles,” or 
powers, the word from which dynamite 
comes), or as causing astonishment : ( won- 
ders), or as to their spiritual meaning 
(signs). Gifts of the Holy Ghost. ‘Super- 
natural powers, distributed according to 
God’s sovereign will (Acts 5:32; Rom. 12: 
3, 6; 1 Cor. 12: 4-11; Eph. 1:5). 

Chapter 11:35—Women received their 
dead raised (1 Kings 17: 17-22; 2 Kings 4: 
17-35). Might obtain a better resurrection. 
The word “better” is a key word in He- 
brews. It is used as a Hebrew idiom, the 
“relative for the absolute.” When it is said 
that the blood of Christ is better than the 
blood of bulls and goats (9: 12-14), there 
is no comparison; so here, the resurrec- 
tion in Christ, to eternal life, is infinitely 
greater than the deliverance from death or 
the temporary resuscitation from the dead. 


Verse 36.—Scourgings, yea, moreover of 
bonds and imprisonment. Compare this 


‘with Paul’s experiences. 


Verse 37.—Stoned. (2 Chron. 24: 20- 
22.) Sawn asunder. Tradition records 
that Isaiah met his death in this way, un- 
der Manasseh, 


Verse 30—Received not the promise. 


‘ 


== 


Lesson for December 27 


They died still looking forward to the 
coming of Messiah, who was to bring life 
and immortality to light (2 Tim. 1:9, 10). 


Verse 40.—Provided some better thing 
for us. “Concerning us,” who are living 
in the time when Messiah has come, has 
died and risen again, and has poured out 
the Holy Spirit. That they without us 
should not be made perfect. This indicates 
the unity of all believers. The saints of 
old died before they saw the promise of 
the Redeemer fulfilled. This verse prob- 
ably looks forward also to a still future 
day, for which both those saints and we 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, are 
looking — the completion of our salvation. 


Chapter 12:1.—Compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses. Referring 
to the faithful witnesses and martyrs who 
have gone before. Not meaning that they 
are viewing us, as a spectator views a 
game. To the question whether loved ones 
with Jesus know what we are doing, the 
answer probably is that they know as much 
as the Lord deems best for them to know. 
Lay aside every weight. Just as a weight 
would hinder the runner, so we should lay 
aside even things that are not sinful if 
they hinder the Christian race. The sin 
which doth so easily beset us. The sin 
that clings closely, a Greek word probably 
referring to a garment that would greatly 
impede a runner. Not referring primarily 
to our particular “besetting sin,” but to 
the sin of unbelief. Run... the race. We 
are in a fight, and we are in a race. Paul 
tells how to run it (1 Cor. 9: 24-27). 


Verse 2—Looking unto Jesus. The word 
suggests “looking away” unto Jesus, away 
from self and even from these heroes of 
faith. The author. The beginner, captain, 
or, as one has translated it, file-leader, of 
our salvation (Heb. 2:10). And finisher 
of our faith. As well as beginner; the 
One who perfects or brings to completion 
“the faith.” For the joy that was set be- 
fore him. The joy of sharing again the 
Father’s glory (John 17:5), of winning 
our redemption and pouring out blessing 
on his own, and thus glorifying the Father 
(John 17:1, 18, 22-26). Set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God, The 
place of all authority and power (Matt. 28: 
18; Heb. 1:3; 8:1; cf. 10: 10-14). 


A Lesson Plan and Outline 


The review of the lessons covering the 
spread of the Gospel in Europe may be 
related to the lesson passages in Hebrews 
in a very vital way. In the experiences of 
Paul, and the other heroes of faith in apos- 
tolic days, will be found vivid illustrations 
of the three truths brought out in the 
Hebrew passages. 

1. The “so great salvation” (Heb. 2: 1- 
4). 

2. Heroes of great faith, of suffering, of 
triumph (Heb. 11: 32-40). 

3. Great incentive to us to run the race, 
and spread the Gospel, as heroes of faith 
(42:1, ay. 

Sentence Summaries of the Lessons 

1. The man of Macedonia beckons Paul, 
and the woman of Macedonia, Lydia, re- 
ceives the “so great salvation,” first fruits 
of Europe. 

2. The jailor and other Philippians 
learned how to become Christians by simple 
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Lesson Calendar 


Fourth Quarter, 1936 
1. (14) October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Romans 15: 18-21 
Golden Text: Matthew 2: 19 
2. (15) October 11.—Becoming a Christian. 
Acts 16: 16-40; Philippians 3 : 7-14 
Golden Text: Acts 16 : 31 
3. (16) October 18.—The Spoken and the 
Written Word. 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-12 
Golden Text: Hebrews 4: 12 
4. (17) October 25.—Christianity as Love. 
Acts 18:1-17; 1 Corinthians 13 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 13 : 13 
5. (18) November 1.—Law, Love, and Tem- 
perance (International Temperance 
oN 9 BST REST POTS CPE ea Romans 13 : 1-14 
Golden Text: Romans 14: 21 
6. (19) November 8.—The Christian War- 
oS eer Acts 19; ng 6 : 10-20 
Golden Text: Ephesians 6: 
7. (20) November  15.—The Hevolsia of 
Christian, Faith. 
Acts 21 : 12 to 23:30; Romans 9: 1-5 
Golden Text: John 15 : 13 
8. (21) November 22.—An Ambassador in 
Chains. Acts 25: 1-12; 28 : 16-31; 
Romans 5§ : 1-11; Philippians 1 : 12-14; 4 : 22 
Golden Text: Philippians 4: 13 
9. (22) November 29.—Christian Brother- 
jn MULE PE VOT EE CTT TTT LT ELT TE ee Philemon 
Golden Text: Galatians 3 : 2 
10. (23) December 6.—Paul’s Parting Coun- 
sels. 1 Timothy 6; 2 Timothy 4; Titus 2 
Golden Text: 2 Timothy 4:7 
11. (24) December 13.—John’s Vision on 
PRRROR 6 6 asc vees Revelation 1:1 to 3:22 
Golden Text: Revelation -1:17c, 18 
12. (25) December 20.—The Supreme Gift of 
Love (Christmas Lesson) ..1 John 4: 7-19 
Golden Text: Luke 2: 14 
13. (26) December 27.—Review: The Spread 
of Christianity in Southern Europe. 
Hebrews 2: 1-4; 11:32 to 12:2 
Golden Text: Revelation 11 : 15 








faith; the gift came through the suffering 
and imprisonment of Paul and Silas; the 
Philippian believers, and we also, are called 
to the same steadfastness. 


3. Again, in Thessalonica, the spoken 
word of the “so great salvation” saved 
souls and stirred persecution; the written 
word challenged the converts to run the 
race worthily. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter, 1937 
1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes 
WE once ab conse kakhanodine wes John 1 : 1-§1 
2. January 10.—New Life in Christ. 
John 2:1 to 3:36 
3. January 17.—Jesus the Water of Life. 
John 4 : 1-54 
4. January 24.—Two Miracles of Mercy. 
John 5:1 to 6:71 
5. January 31.—The Financial Cost ot Al- 
coholic Beverages (The Economic Ap- 
proach to the Liquor Problem). 
Proverbs 21:17; 23:20, 21; Matthew 
24: 45-51; John 6:26, 27, 35 
6. February 7.—Jesus the Light of the 
Ware 2 550.4 cccekeine es aee John 7:1 to 9:41 
. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
John 10 ; 1-42 
February 21.—The Power of Jesus Over 
Weethe yisivsisscuercee cas John 11:1 to 12:11 
9. February 28.—The New Commandment. 
John 12:12 to 13:38 
10. March 7.—Life Here and Hereafter 
Through Christ ........ John 14:1 to 15 : 27 
11. March 14.—Jesus Praying for His Dis- 
CNC nn 5h dawedesies John 16:1 to 17:26 
12, March 21.—John’s Picture of the Trial 
and Crucifixion ........ John 18:1 to 19 : 42 
13. March 28.—John’s Recollections of the 
Risen Lord .......... John 20:1 to 21:25 


ey 
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4. It was indeed a “so great salvation” 
that made the love of First Corinthians 
thirteen practical in the lives of the Cor- 
inthians lifted out of the lowest depths of 
sin, and living in the midst of lust, covet- 
ousness, and pride. 


5. The great salvation solves the prob- 
lems of human government, and the prob- 
lems of liquor control, for to all problems 
it applies the secret of loving our neigh- 
bor as ourselves. 


6. Christian faith means Christian war- 
fare, and calls for Christian heroes. The 
enemies of Ephesus are still with us, but 
our “so great salvation” includes omnipo- 
tent power — the whole armor of God. 


7. Paul, hero of faith, met the bitter 
hatred of the Jews with love, and with 
yearning for their salvation; and their per- 
secution he met with steadfast courage. 


8. As an ambassador in chains, but clad 
with the whole armor of God, Paul took 
the great salvation to the Jews and Gen- 
tiles in Rome; those who rejected it can- 
not escape the fearful consequences. 


9. The greatness of salvation is revealed 
in the miracle of Christian brotherhood, 
illustrated by the bringing of a bondslave 
into union with Christ, into sweet fellow- 
ship with Paul, and into loving brotherhood 
with his master Philemon. 


10. Paul’s parting counsels pressed home 
the same message as Hebrews, that there 
is a fight to be fought, a rage to be run, 
a faith to be kept, a crown to be won. 

11. The Lord who first spoke the -great 
salvation is walking in the midst of the 
churches, rebuking, warning, exhorting, 
that we may look unto Jesus,-and_ that 
we may run the race victoriously. 

12. It is because God “so loved,” that’ we 
have.a “so great” salvation; he first loved, 
and he first suffered, thus becoming the 
author of our salvation; and he will per- 
fect our salvation by perfecting his love 
in us. 


The Heart of the Lessons 


A great salvation from a great Lord, 
leading to great faith and great heroism, 
is the great incentive set before us to run 
a triumphant race, looking unto Jesus. The 
measure of the “so great” salvation is the 
measure of God’s love when he “so lovéd.” 
Another measure of the greatness is the 
mighty power of God to save and to keep. 
A measure of the greatness is what has 
been wrought through heroes of faith in 
the eleventh of Hebrews, and through the 
heroes of faith in Acts. The measure of 
the “so great” salvation is the Lord Jesus 
himself, who is the central figure in each 
of these glorious lessons we have studied. 
By faith, and by suffering, Paul made the 
beginning of the conquest of the Roman 
Empire. By faith we may enter into his 
labors, and seek to hasten the day when the 
kingdoms of this world will become the 
Kingdom of our Lord and his Christ. 


Europe will not be converted in this age. 
Mighty things God wrought through Paul, 
but he did not convert any city where he 
went. But just as the testimony and suffer- 
ing of the heroes of faith in Hebrews eleven 
prepared for the first coming of Christ, 
Paul’s labors and ours will prepare for 
the second coming of Christ. So the call 
today is for heroes of faith. 


Cotumasia, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith, Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT connection does the lesson text in 
Hebrews have with the lesson topic, the 
“Spread of the Gospel in Southera 
Europe” ? 
2. What important question that has no 
answer is contained in the verses in Hebrews? 
3. What four lessons have practically the 
same topic, which may be expressed in one 
word? Do you think this is a needless repe- 
tition ? 
Can you list a dozen qualities or char- 
acteristics of Paul that are revealed in these 
lessons ? 


5. What supernatural power is most em- 
phasized in these twelve lessons as a prin- 
cipal factor in the spread of Christianity ? 


6. What verse in Acts would you choose 
as summing up Paul’s ministry and his pas- 
sion for souls? 

7. What verse or verses in the Epistles 
that we have studied sum up Paul’s life and 
ministry ? 


8. What verse in the Epistles would you 
choose as giving the secret of Paul’s life and 
ree 

. What outstanding fact in the lives of 
the heroes of faith spoken of in Hebrews 
eleven is the same as an outstanding fact in 
the ministry of Paul? 

10. What three words in one of the les- 
sons sum up the content and message of 
Christianity? The three words might be used 
to divide the twelve lessons. How would 
you divide them? 





Answers to. the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 849 in this issue. 


| 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send age 

for this department; one dollar is paid 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing’ and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference bg be given to fMlustrations on 
that of the lesson text eae in the 
lesson list after the word “Prin 


In view of the large number ‘ot illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

What is Eternity ?—And he shall reign 
for ever and ever (Golden Text). “What 
is eternity?” was a question once asked at 
the deaf and dumb institution at Paris, 
and the beautiful and striking answer was 
given by one of the pupils, “The lifetime 
of the Almighty."—From Dr. Hallock, 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng.; and L. G. James, Toronto, Can, 


The Sight that Blinds.—Looking «nto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith 
(Heb. 12:2). The apostle Paul was per- 
haps one of the greatest travelers of his 
day. He visited many lands, and saw many 
new scenes in different countries. When he 
returned he wrote a good deal; his epistles 
were widely read by the early churches. 
And yet, in all the writings of the apostle, 
there is not one line that is descriptive of 
the scenery of the countries through which 
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he passed; not a line telling of the wonders 
of the architecture of his day; not a line 
describing the customs of the people. Is 
not this singular? There is a reason for 
it. The apostle was blind. As he traveled 
about he was blind to all else but one thing. 
On the way to Damascus, when he met the 
Lord Jesus, he was blinded by the vision 
of his great glory, and from that time 
he could see nothing but him and tell of 
nothing but his Gospel—From the Rev. 
R. A. Jaffray, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Elrod, 
SD; 


The Safe Look.—Looking unto Jesus 
(v. 2). When crossing Niagara on a tight 
rope Blondin always had a star fixed on 
the opposite side, and kept his eye on the 
star. So the Christian keeps “looking unto 
Jesus,” “the Bright and Morning Star.”— 
From “rooo Tales Worth Telling,” by Hy. 
Pickering. Sent by Mrs. M. B. Taylor, 
Toronto, Can, 


A Dangerous Promise.—How shall we 
escape, tf we neglect so great salvation? 
(v. 3.) Sometimes a sinner will be brought 
to realize his position and the need of 
immediate acceptance of Christ by some 
one showing him the uncertainty of life. 
I remember once talking to a young man, 
before others. Said I, “I want you to 
promise me that you will not become a 
Christian for one year.” “Oh, my! No, 
sir!” said he. I shortened it a little: 
“Will you make it six months?” That 
seemed to sober him. “No,” he said. “I 
will make it a month.” “No, no.” “I 
will make it a week.” The Lord blessed 
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that to his awakening. He realized that he 
was not sure of his life for a single day.— 
From “A Moody Year Book.” Sent by 
Mac C. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


When He Faced Death.—How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation? 
(v. 3.) He was found in a lowly hut, dead, 
with a dish-pan he had used for a desk 
across his knees, and in his skeleton hand 
the following letter, in the writing of which 
he was evidently engaged when death over- 
took him. “The sun is shining, Mother, 
but I feel so cold. I can still walk a little, 
but that’s about all. There is no blood in 
me, because I have not eaten for so long. 
I haven’t seen another human being for 
forty days now. There are some magazines 
here, but the stories are so silly, I have 
some cards, but I don’t care for solitaire. 
The only thing I worry about is if God will 
forgive my sins.” Thus ended the career 
of a young expiorer at Long Rapids, Hay 
River, Alberta, Can. He was about to 
leap into the dark, so far as his eternity 
was concerned.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. 


When We Cannot Remember.—Who 
through faith .. . obtained promises (11: 
33). 1 had graduated from college and 
theological seminary, but I had never seen 
anyone die. It was my first week in a 
parish. A messenger came with the word: 
“Father Junkins is dying, and he. wants 
to see you, pastor.” What could I de? 
The man reported dying was eighty-seven 
years of age—the outstanding Christian 
of the village. I started at once for his 
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home, but I went with fear and trembling, 
for I had no message. I kept praying, “O 
God, give me a message for this dying 
saint.” Upon entering his room, he said, 
“Oh, pastor, I am dying! For years I have 
been feasting on the promises of God, but 
this morning, when I woke up, I could 
not remember one of them! What shall 
I do?” -Then God gave me an answer 
which after visiting the bedsides of scores 
of dying saints during forty years, I can- 
not improve. I said to him, “Father Jun- 
kins, do you think GOD will forget any of 
his promises?” I shall always remember 
the sweet smile that came over the face 
of the old saint as he looked up at me. 
“Praise God,” he said, “that is wonderful! 
He’ll remember them, won’t he?” I began 
to repeat promises, but in a few minutes 
he said, “I’m tired. I'll just fall asleep 
and trust him to remember his precious 
promises to me.” In a few hours he had 
gone Home to be with the Promiser.— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 
ve 


From the Platform 


“By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Review—Our Father, 
thou hast permitted us in these last few months 
to let our gaze rest upon the long perspective 
of the early beginnings of Christianity in the 
world of the apostle’s day. Under thy guiding 
hand they went forth to give the Gospel as 
widely as possible in the face of great diffi- 
culties. The greater the difficulty, the greater 
their zeal and devotion, even unto the death. 
As we have followed in their footsteps in our 
study, so we, too, have been privileged to learn 
the great foundation truths of the Gospel as 
given by them to the countries of their pil- 
grimage. Our Father, grant that we, too, may 
in our day be faithful to the Great Commission, 
and that we may share in such ways as may 
be available to us in the spread of the Gospel 
of thy grace, and the cross of thy dear Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In his name we pray. 
Amen. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—<As 
you look back over the lessons of the guar- 
ter in preparation for the review, you will 
notice throughout the quarter something of 
the experiences of Paul and other mission- 
aries of the early Church, and also letters 
written to the churches of that period and 
to persons who were in need of counsel and 
direction. As a superintendent, you would 
do very well to have a missionary speaker 
on this Sunday who would draw a parallel 
between days of the early Church and our 
own day, and the need for the Gospel to- 
day at home and abroad. As much time as 
may be available should be given to this 
missionary to deal with the subject, and 
an appropriate part of the Review period 
could be given to the departments where 
the following questions, or others like them, 
are used, to be dictated from the desk, and 
answered in writing. 

Questions to be Answered in Writing 

1. What is meant by the Macedonian 
call? 

2. Tell briefly the experience with the 
Philippian jailor. 

3. How may we use the Bible in leading 
others to Christ? 


4. Please write out the Golden Text of 
the fourth lesson, beginning with the words 
“Now abideth faith.” 


5. What ways do you think of by which 





we can help in the cause of Temperance?. 
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6. Tell briefly the incident in which Paul 
spoke from the castle steps. - 


7. Who was Onesimus, and why did Paul 
write a letter about him? 


8. Write out any of the parting. counsels 
that Paul gave to Timothy. 


9. What was the name of the island on 


which John received his great vision? 


10. What would you consider God’s 
greatest gift to man? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
v 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Macedonian Call (Acts 
15:36 to 16:15; Rom. 15: 18-21). Most 
of us are where we are and what we are 
because we have been prevented by the 
Angel of the Lord with “the blessing of 
goodness.” “Our wills are ours” to do 
as we like.. We will be always happy if 
we use our wills in the way of going over 
into Macedonia to help somebody. Then 
we turned over into Romans and visited 


_ that full preacher Paul. 


Lesson 2.—Becoming a Christian (Acts 
16: 16-40; Phil. 3: 7-14). When we can 
sing praises to God with the raw backs 
and cramped feet of hard circumstances we 
need have no doubts as to the genuineness 
of our religion. Becoming a Christian is 
so simple and easy that the big job is to 
get folks to believe it. The jailer and the 
thief both got to Paradise in the same way. 
The Independent Order of One Thingers 
was in this lesson. 


Lesson 3.—The Spoken and the Written 
Word (Acts 17: 1-i5; 1 Thess, 2: 1-12). 
This was a lesson where we found the 
hoodlum. His description as “a lewd fel- 
low of the baser sort” is perfect. Like the 
poor he is always with us, and the “pools” 
where he swims are our best fishing holes. 
The reading of the Old Book is the clincher 
to the fellow who “don’t believe.” There 
is power in the Word. And then for the 
steenth time, you got into “Little Old 
Rock Run.” 


Lesson 4.—Christianity as Love (Acts 
18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 13). We called attention 
to the fact that Shakespeare and the Bible 
know how to say it in English, and our 
language remains beautiful and secure. This 
is a fine sample. It describes the Christian 
gentleman in perfect terms—and_ the 
chances are you never saw it before. 


Lesson 5.—Law, Love, and Temperance 
(International Temperance Sunday) (Rom. 
13: 1-14). The Lesson Committee divided the 
lesson up for us into the ministerial firstly, 
secondly, and thirdly, and we took off our 
hat to them and so treated it. For “Law” 
you were taken to Paul’s Roman Empire 
where he traveled on Law and Good Roads. 
For Love you were taken up among the 
“Pennsylvany Dutch” and given a glimpse 
of how things prosper wken God is obeyed. 
For Temperance we kept right here in 
Saloony Coatesville. 


Lesson 6—The Christian Warfare 
(Acts 19; Eph. 6: 10-20). The one great 
quality a successful Christian or any other 
fighter must have to succeed is Boldness. 
Not afraid to wade in! Let Paul be your 
example. When was Paul ever afraid? 
The Christian religion is the world’s great- 
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est Prevailer. Only big thing that has 
lasted. down the centuries and stronger 
every year: ‘Then Paul: drew one of his 
Roman soldiers for you in a metaphor. 


Lesson 7.—The Heroism of Christian 
Faith (Acts 21:12 to 23:30; Rom. 9: 1- 
5). In this lesson we discovered some of 
the fine qualities of Paul. “He would not 
be persuaded,” and back of that fixedness 
of purpose was “the will of God.” This 
also was the secret of Paul’s fearlessness 
in human mob storm or nature sea storm. 
Paul was “tuned in” with God’s will. Any 
of us can be a hero upon the same terms. 
Strong men are raised by being fed upon 
the Scripture by the Holy Spirit. 


Lesson 8.—An Ambassador in Chains 
(Acts 25: 1-12; 28: 16-31; Rom. 5: 1-11; 
Phil. 1: 12-14; 4:22). The difference be- 
tween the Great City and the Provinces. 
Jews of Rome are considerate and listen, 
Jews of Lystra and Philippi go wild, and 
Athens and Corinth preserve their equi- 
librium. Always two answers to the Gos- 
pel. Believers and unbelievers. “The days 
when we believe anything” are our best 
days: Jesus says so. The beautiful Penn- 
Sylvania story of Peter Miller illustrates 
the love of Christ. 


Lesson 9. — Christian Brotherhood 
(Philemon). Front page in newspaper or 
prayer is always an experience that makes 
a deep impression. Personalities as against 
generalities. ‘God bless the sick” vs. “God 
raise up Mrs. Smith and Mr. Jones and 
the Brown’s sick baby.” Paul becomes 
familiar in this lesson. He is writing to 
an old crony. The religion of the Lord 
Jesus changes a loss to a profit. For smooth 
running nothing can equal Christian girls 
in a Christian home. 


Lesson 10.—Paul’s Parting Counsels (1 
Tim. 6; 2 Tim. 4; Titus 2). In this 
lesson we found the Big Three of life. 
“Godliness.” “Contentment.” “Great Gain.” 
And you were taken at once into “Penn- 
sylvania Dutchland,” to see them working 
out under your own eyes. We missed the 
old-fashioned misers and wondered what 
has become of them. Maybe you solved 
the problem better than The Corner. You 
also found there is no fear of death in the 
real Christian. 


Lesson 11.—John’s Vision on Patmos 
(Rev. 1: 1 to 3:22). Every Christian has 
two fine jobs here and now, King and 
Priest. The word for King comes from 
the word “Kin.” We by nature should be 
good to our relations and so are good 
“bosses” and fine fathers. The beloved 
folks of the world, men and women, are 
those who are always in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day. The world weeps their 
passing. When we begin to live we begin 
to die. Christ has the combination. 


Lesson 12.—The Supreme Gift of Love 
(Christmas Lesson) (1 John 4:7-19). In 
this lesson I was struck by the vote on 
the Three Best Things in Life. What did 
you say? Did you put Health first or 
Love first? There is a close analogy be- 
tween the Christian life and the married 
life. Simple to start and much to learn 
as we go along. Perfect love makes the 
Fearless One. Stonewall Jackson’s famous 
reply. Let’s hear you give it again. Happy 
New Year to every Jack Horner, and may 
1937 be a Plum. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
Review 

AY, fellows, the title of this quarter’s 

lessons is “The Spread of Christianity.” 
It is the very nature of the Gospel to 
spread, If it does not spread you may be 
sure it is not true Christianity, but a sub- 
stitute. If your Christianity is not the 
kind that extends itself into other lives 
{through you) you may well doubt whether 
you have ever become a Christian at all. 
We have just studied twelve passages of 
God’s Word which show the “spreading 
quality” of the Gospel. Let’s take a brief 
look again. 


1.—Loosing from Troas. As long as 
we are tied to something we love better 
than the service of Jesus Christ, he cannot 
use us in spreading the Good News. We 


must “loose from Troas” before we can . 


enter into the fullness of his joy. 


2— “Honey out of the Rock.” Paul and 
Silas, even in prison with their feet in the 
stocks, sang at midnight for joy. It caused 
their faith (by the power of the Spirit) 
to spread like an infection. 


3.—Let the Lion Out! If only the Word 
of. God is given a fair chance it will speak 
for itself with convicting and spreading 
power. 


4—Leve. Love is the perfect spreader. 
There never was a barrier that could hold 
back the power of unselfish love. Jesus 
our blessed Lord is the great Exemplar of 
perfect Jove. 


5.—Law. The real lover is the real law 
observer, The real lover is one who loves 
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the Lord God with all his heart and his 
neighbor as himself. He never comes in 
shouting distance of the law, because when 
the law arrives, love has come and gone 
—spreading the Gospel as it travels, 


6.—Figkting. In every spreading process 
there is the element of a fight; not fight- 
ing people, but fighting sin; and always 
there is the necessity for battling the sin 
that is within ourselves. When one has 
yielded to Christ the stronghold of his own 
soul, then the barriers which Satan spreads 
against the spread of Christianity melt 
away. 


7.—Bravery. The quality of Paul’s brav- 
ery was that which could calmly say: 
“None of these things move me, neither 
count I mv life dear unto myself, so that 
I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God” (Acts 20:24). That is the kind 
of bravery that spreads the Gospel. 


8.—Believing or Net. Some believed; 
some did not. It was through those who 
believed that Christianity spread through- 
out the Roman Empire. You cannot spread 
anything you do not believe. 


9.—Credit and Discredit. The true be- 
liever works with a vast surplus of grace. 
That store of grace is in his Lord. He 
draws upon it as one with unlimited credit. 
Any business man will tell you he must 
have capital to cover territory. Unlimited 
credit is still better. “Lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28:20). 


10.—God’s Advice. Every big spread- 
ing business organization is careful to 
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employ the best of counsel. It pays high 
for it, because big business appreciates the 
value of wise guidance in its great ven- 
tures. The servant of the Lord has no 
less than the very counsels of almighty 
God. Guided thus, what could keep the 
Church from spreading the Gospel? 


11.—Patmos. John “was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day” (Rev. 1:10). That 
is why he could see the Lord Jesus and 
hear the voice of his mouth. The spread 
of Christianity depends very largely upon 
how God’s servants see and hear; and only 
the Holy Spirit can give the message that 
will carry conviction and spreading power. 


12.—Best of All. Of all the precious 
gifts of God to be considered at this Christ- 
mas season—the supreme gift of his Son 
is the best. This is the Gift that grows 
in blessedness as we pass him on. It is 
that kind of spreading that is done through 
drawing power. “And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me” 
(John 12: 32). 

PASADENA, CALIF. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Clubs 


oa other day Jane sighed and said, 
“What is the Gospel?” 

Ruth said, “The word ‘gospel’ means 
‘good news.’ ” 

Lois grabbed a dictionary, “This Web- 
ster’s, 1934, says: ‘Gospel, the announce- 
ment of the salvation of mankind by Jesus 
Christ.’ ” 

Jane looked puzzled. “But how does he 
save? My aunt says it is by his example 
of bravery; my father says the teachings 
of Jesus have freed women from slavery 
and freed men in business. But look at 
the condition of the world! Confucius 
had some lovely teachings, and then Jesus, 
but I think it is time for some new set 
of rules. We need the impetus of a new 
interest to spread around the world.” 

Lois had never had such a challenge. 
She turned to her mother, who said: “It 
is not a new interest as much as a new 
vision of the Saviour. The Gospel con- 
cerns Christ himself, rather than his teach- 
ings. God requires perfection for past, 
present, and future. ‘Ail unrighteousness 
is sin’ {1 John 5:17.) ‘The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.’ (Ezek. 18:44.) So 
you see no amount of teaching or learning 
can cover the failures of a life before one 
is taught. It is good news then that while 
I was yet a sinner, Christ died in my 
place. 

“As soon as a girl believes that the 
blood of Jesus was shed for her sin ac- 
count, then it is as if she had died to 
settle that account. That settles the past. 
But if she is dead, then she needs a new 
life. Christ gives this new life. You would 
not expect him to give a new life to any 
girl who would prefer her old doomed life, 
would you?” ? 

“And we have a Saviour to keep this 
new life which he has given. He makes 
it doubly sure to us. First, our risen 
Saviour is a living man in the heavenlies. 
He is praying for us who trust his blood 
atonement. Second, Christ lives in each 
believer by his Spirit, indwelling and direct- 
ing according to the Saviour’s prayers. 
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Thus with Christ indwelling and interced- 
ing we should be more than conquerors! 

“And our future is safe because we have 
this same Christ who will lift us from the 
realm of sin to be with him. What a 
Saviour! He offers us a complete salva- 
tion because he loves us and because he 
is very God and can accomplish everything 
his love directs. This is good news! The 
wonder is that it has not been spread more 
eagerly.” 

Lois said softly: “I’m thankful for the 
westward sweep of the Gospel. Suppose 
I were even now waiting in China to hear 
the Good News!” 

Jane said: “I’ve been sitting across the 
aisle from you for years and you never 
told me this. Why are people so vague?” 

“Probably,” said Lois’ mother, “because 
we do not read God’s Word. It is good 
to become acquainted with such passages 
as Luke 24, 1 Corinthians 15, all of 1 Thes- 
salonians, and Galatians 2: 20.” 

OAKLAND, CALIF, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


O VARY the program, make this a 

missionary lesson. Use your dolls to tell 
the story of Paul’s and Peter’s preaching 
through Southern Europe. Then use mis- 
sionary pictures to tell of the spread of the 
Gospel today. If you have a map of the world 
use it, showing where Paul and Peter 
preached, and then go on to Africa, and 
tell the. class of Livingstone or Mackay, 
or perhaps of Ethiopia and Dr. Lambie and 
the missionaries of today. 

TeH of India with its child widows and 
uncounted millions of heathen, and of China, 
with the marvelous story of Hudson Tay- 
lor and many other pioneers who labored 
there. You will not have time for more, 
but there are many stories of present-day 
heroism in Mexico and South America, in 
Alaska, and the islands of the sea, and 
stories of martyrs in Russia and Spain, and 
China. Tell them the story of the way 
God preserved the life of the tiny daugh- 
ter of the Stams. I wish I could somehow 
emphasize the fact to every Primary teacher 
that you are teaching for eternity, that 
the impressions made on the Primary child 
are the lasting ones. You are today bring- 
ing before the future missionaries and 
preachers of the Christian Church, the field, 
which is the world. If the Lord tarries, 
your Primary boys and girls will be men 
and women going out to their life work in 
about fifteen years. Pray for wisdom; mag- 
nify your office. There is no greater min- 
istry than yours. 


Mopesto, CALir. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 27) 
1. The lessons to be reviewed show that 


the Gospel is the “so great ete which 
is not to be neglected (Heb. 2: ; the faith 
and the suffering of Paul and a other dis- 


ciples in proclaiming the Gospel are parallel 
with the faith and sufferings of the heroes 
mentioned in the eleventh of Hebrews; the 
whole appeal of the lessons is for us who are 
surrounded by such witnesses to run the race 
triumphantly. 

2. “How shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation?” 


3. Lessons 4, 5, 9, 12, all have as their 
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central message “love.” This is not needless 
repetition, because love is central in the Chris- 
tian faith, and there is.an endless application 
of the message. 

4. His faith, his love for Christ, for the 
Jews, for Christian brethren, for ‘all men ; 
his courage, friendship, 
zeal, intensity, diligence, patience, practical 
common sense, joy, deep affection, humility. 

5. The Holy Spirit. 

6. Acts 20:24 is a good one; but there 
are others. 


7. 2 Timothy 4: 7, 8. 

8. “To me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain” (Phil. 1: 21). 

9. Suffering. When the Lord first com- 
missioned Paul, he said to Ananias: “I will 
shew him how great things he must suffer 
for my name’s sake” (Acts 9: 16). 

10. Faith, hope, love. All lessons include 
all three, but there is special emphasis on 
faith in lessons 1, 2, 3, 7,8; on love in les- 
sons 4, 5, 9, 12; on hope in jessons £0, 22. 





| With the New Books 





The Substitute Guest. By Grace Living- 
ston Hill. (J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadel- 
phia, $2.) To be dropped down into a 
strange home the very night before Christ- 
mas and then snowbound there for nearly 
two days is quite an adventure, and that 
is what happened to Alan Monteith. The 
friendliness and fineness of a true Chris- 
tian home was a revelation to the lonely 
and weary young man. Perhaps it was 
because God was interested in rescuing 
Daryl Devereaux, the lovely daughter in 
the home, from her infatuation with an 
utteriay unworthy man. A romance attrac- 
tive and appealing is worked out in those 
few days in the old farmhouse lost in 
drifting snows. Almost startling against 
the whiteness and beauty is the character 
of Demeter Cass who, with all the lure of 
an unscrupulous woman of the world, 
sought to win Alan and make him a party 
to her schemes. It is a book that will 
entertain during pleasant hours, and will 
leave the mind clean and contented and 
with a deeper trust in the God who knows 
and loves and cares. 


Students and the Christian World Mis- 
sion. Edited by Jesse R. Wilson. (Student 
Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, 
254 Fourth Ave., New York City, $2.) 
The Twelfth Quadrennial Convention of 
the Student Volunteer Movement for For- 
eign Missions was held early this year in 
Indianapolis. This gathering celebrated the 
fiftieth year of the Movement. Since its 
beginning the missionary forces abroad 
have doubled in numbers. When the 
Movement was started there were about 


passion for souls, 
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200,000 students in our institutions; today 
there are over 1,000,000. With 300 soci- 
eties in the beginning, the Movement has 
now 1,500 societies. In the World Student 
Christian Federation there are now about 
3,000 Christian societies with a combined 
membership of 300,000. A movement of 
such proportions commands the interest of 
all earnest Christian people. The volume, 
therefore, that contains the addresses de- 


tie bsson 1937 


A 
RA.TORREY 


Insist on the ORJGINAL Thirty-seven 
Years’ Supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 
Lesson. Attendance Record. Other features. 
Flexible Binding. 38c. Postpaid. 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 












TAKE SANTA 





1 CHALFONTE- 
1 HADDON HALL 


Tus year the calendar pre- 
sents you with a three-day 
week-end for Christmas... 
and we offer an old-fash- 
ioned holiday time to match 
it. Stockings for the young- 
sters, gifts for the grown- 
ups, carols for all round the 
Haddon Hall tree. 

Bring riding clothes and 
skates. Your golf clubs too. 
You'll need to work up a 
huge appetite for the fes- 
tive meals we've planned 
(special care given diets). 
Varied entertainment, 
Ocean Decks, health baths 
— everything, indeed, to 
build you up, for the rigors 
of winter ahead. 
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livered at the last Student Volunteer Con- 
vention becomes extraordinarily significant. 
What is the present status of the Move- 
ment? What kind of messages did the 
delegates receive? Is the Movement hold- 


.ing true to the original concept and pur- 


pose? 

As may be imagined in a volume con- 
taining thirty-three major and minor ad- 
dresses, besides seminars, there is nothing 
uniform. Each speaker seems to have de- 
livered his message according to his per- 
sonal convictions. Some are deeply evan- 
gelical and bear a deep passion to see the 
heathen nations evangelized. From them it 
is encouraging to read of ethnic religions 
being the rivals of Christianity, which dis- 
penses with the proposals of “Re-Thinking 
Missions” that ethnic religions be regarded 
as contributors to a uniform syncretism. 

On the other hand, a strong proportion 
of the addresses seems to be too “cosmic- 
minded,” ‘fhere is an overstress of the 
cosmic difficulties of the nations, as though 
these were peculiar to our times. This led 
the speakers into a terrific mixture of 
materialistic politics and social and spiritual 
factors. A few of the speakers would in- 
dicate that the world might be reformed by 
catchy phrases, so tremendously did they 
strive to outdo plain speech with the use 
of aphoristic bombshells. Apart from this, 
there was easily detectable a depressing 
spiritual inferiority complex on the part of 
some of the speakers and a tendency to 
criticize the Christian churches which. are 
now the main support of missions. 

There are addresses in this volume well 
worth reading. But it is regrettable to 
see the glaring absence of the emphasis on 
the place the Bible and the Holy Spirit 
have in the missionary’s life and equip- 
ment and the miracle work done by these 
on foreign fields. This may have been 
assumed, but a bare assumption of such 
vital factors is not enough. 


Glimpses of Paul. By George M. M. 
Strombeck. (Christian Service Press, Mo- 
line, Ill., 25 cents.) Why is earnest, sincere 
work for Christ so often futile? What 
happens when the Gospel is dressed up in 
the garb of philosophy? How can one ex- 
plain “the patience of unanswered prayer”? 
Why was Paul not permitted to do the 
work he wished to do and for which he 
was so eminently fitted? Such questions 
merely hint at the riches contained in this 
little biography of the world’s greatest mis- 
sionary-evangelist. Its pages appeal not 
only to the ‘ntellect, but they are full of 
unexpected spiritual lessons which are set 
before the reader as the genuine bread of 
the Word. And the great apostle lives 
and moves as a man who is altogether hu- 
man, warm-hearted, and lovable, despite 
the supernatural power that flowed from 
his life and set him apart from his fellows. 


The Year ’Round Party Book. By Wil- 
liam P. Young and Horace J. Gardner. (J. 
B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, $1.) 
Leaders of young people’s groups, social 
groups, in fact, every one who gives a party 
will welcome this second party book from 
the authors of “Games and Stunts for All 
Occasions.” There is a wealth of new and 
fresh material, and suggestions for enter- 
taining throughout the year, — what games 
to play, how to decorate, what refresh- 
ments to serve, and the like, — all arranged 
according to months and special occasions. 
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Lesson for December 27 


The games and stunts are clean and whole- 
some, and the refreshments suggested are 
such as will require only a moderate out- 
lay, well within the means of the average 
young people’s society or individual. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 3. Whither Bound, Youth? Prov. 16: 
3; 8: 32-36. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, December 27 


The Log of 1936 
(Deut. 8: 1-5) 





Mon.—Days of darkness (Job 1 : 13-22). 
Tues.—Death in the home (John 11 : 1-23). 
Wed.—Hospitable homes (Gen. 18 : 1-5). 
Thurs.—Learning to stand firm (Acts 4: 
. 1-22). 

Fri.—Bearing others’ burdens (Gal. 6: 1- 


4). 
Sat.—Taking life seriously (Rom. 8 : 23-30). 











XPERIENCE may be and should be 
extremely valuable. But it may also 
be very deceiving. Three blind men went 
to examine an elephant. The one man 
touched one of the elephant’s legs, and, 
after running his hands over it, he wrote, 
“An elephant is like a tree.” The second 
lind man came to the elephant’s trunk, 
and, after feeling it, wrote, “An _ ele- 
phant is like a huge snake.” The third 
blind man found only the elephant’s tail, 
and wrote, “An elephant is’ like a rope.” 
Yet to those who can see the whole ani- 
mal, an elephant proves to be quite a dif- 
ferent creature than that described by any 
of these three observations. 
we 
So it is with our experiences during the 
past year. It is possible to look at them 
from a selfish viewpoint and gain one 
impression. We may view them from a 
purely human, although altruistic stand- 
point, and gain still another impression. 
But when we see the events that have 
transpired in our individual lives or in 
the life of our society 2s God sees them, 
they will look quite different. Some of 
the things in which we took considerable 
pride will dwarf into insignificance, and 
some of those faults that we lightly ex- 
cused will loom up as vastly important, 
when we check up 1036 as God sees it, 
and as it compares to his Word. 


The verses that our Scripture lesson 
brings us tell how God reminded his chosen 
people of the way over which they had 
come in their long journey to the Prom- 
ised Land. He urged them to think of 
the difficulties ahd trials through which 
they had come, not merely as bitter ex- 
periences, but as loving means that were 
used to bring them into a greater knowl- 
edge of God and a closer walk with and 
dependence upon him. But not only were 
there bitter experiences, there were. great 
deliverances as well as loving provisions 
for their comfort that were not to be lost 
sight of. 

we 


Doubtless there have been some hard 
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places in the year. that is just closing. 
How have we recorded them in our men- 
tal log of 1936? Do we think of them 
as “hard luck,” or “misfortunes,” or, as 
we look back upon them, can: we see the 
hand of our heavenly Father making these 
disappointments his appointments, by which 
we have been kept from things that would 
have injured or hindered us? 

And in some of the trials of the past year, 
where we have not yet seen God’s pur- 
pose, dare we forget the loving grace and 
comfort that he has given us through his 
Word, through Christian fellowship, and 
the like, that has made possible the bear- 
ing of such trials even when we could not 
know why they came? 

And what of the failures and defeats 
that we must write in our 1936 log, with 
chagrin and shame? Can we write oppo- 
site these the loving forgiveness of our 
heavenly Father, as we have gone to him 
in confession and humility, and have come 
away cleansed and strengthened, and with 
a new determination to go on in his 
strength? 

oe 

However, though the trials and mis- 
takes and failures loom large for many of 
us, let us not permit them to shut out the 
victories. Let us not forget the answers 
to prayer, and the many times when God’s 
strength has enabled us to stand when 
our strength would have failed. Can we 
record, too, that we have known and proved 
his love in 1936 beyond anything we have 
experienced before? Can we record that 
1936 has taught us the foolishness of hav- 
ing our own way and the infinite blessing 
of letting him have his way? 


5 

Above all, shall we not thank him that, 
no matter what has been the failure or 
disappointment of 1936, God brings us to 
the beginning of a new year with all his 
promises for us, with the infinite power 
of his might at our disposal, that we may 
begin with him a new log infinitely better 
than the best that is in the old, and lim- 
ited only by our willingness to let him 
control and direct in 1937. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 21 to 27 

Mon.—Hebrews 2: 1-4. The Danger of Drifting. 

PraYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Lest... we drift 
away from them” (v. 1, R. V.). Spiritual 
dangers beset the pathway of life. There 
is danger of drifting at every point. After 
his great confession Peter was affected by 
whispers of unbelief. Christ was tempted 
after the voice from Heaven. Satan’s de- 
vices correspond to the experiences of the 
child of God. They take into account his 
weakness. Drifting is impossible for those 
who are anchored to divine truth. The 
current of sin sweeps away those who give 
little heed to God’s Word. The Word hid 
in the heart insures spiritual safety. Pray 
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concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
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for the Scripture Gift Mission, Eccleston 
Hall, Victoria, London, S. W. 1. 


Tues—Hebrews 11 : 32-46. Heroes of the Faith. 

Prayer Succestions: “Out of weakness 
were made strong” (v. 34). Spiritual 
celebrities were made out of common hu- 
manity, They were made remarkable by 
God’s grace. The light of Heaven was 
their halo. The indwelling Spirit inspired 
their courage, Their ventures all rested 
upon the solid promises of God. By faith 
they did exploits. Out of weakness they 
were made strong. All who dare for God 
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Is There an 
All-Jewish City? 


Yes, in Palestine. More than 2,500 
years. ago the prophet Ezekiel fore- 
told that in the latter days in Pales- 
tine “the wastes” would be “builded.” 
This prediction is being fulfilled to- 
day to the very letter. Thirty years 
ago the land on which the city of 
Tel Aviv now stands was a barren 
stretch of sandy. soil. Today the 
waste land: has been “builded” in- 
deed, and Tel Aviv is the metropolis 
of Palestine with a population of 
approximately 125,000 people. Just 
see the fine picture of it in the Tres 
Calendar. 


The Times Wall Calendar 
of International Lessons 
and Day Verses 


Consists of twelve sheets, 9 x 16 ins., 
each containing a large picture of mod- 
ern Palestine, done in a rich sepia tone. 


Prices range from 30 cents each to 
$17 a hundred. The quantity prices 
offer an excellent opportunity to earn 
extra income by selling the Calendar. 

Send 30 cents now for a copy, and 
descriptive price list. 
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after the Scriptural order become honor- 
able among the saints. Pray for the Brit- 
ish Jews’ Society, Bedford Row, London, 
W. C, 1. 


Wed.—Hebrews 12: 1-4. “Looking unto Jesus.” 
Prayer Succestions: “They looked unto 
him, and were lightened” (Psa. 34:5). 
Gazing upon Christ transforms. We were 
saved by a look; but we are made unto 
his likeness by beholding his glory. “We 
. .. are changed into the same image” (2 
Cor. 3:18). The more we “behold the 
beauty of the Lord,” the more the beauty 
of Christ will be seen in us. Moses and 
Stephen are examples. “Looking unto 
Jesus” prepares us for his presence. “We 
shall see him face to face!” Pray for 
Zenana Bible and Medical Missions, 33 
Surrey Street, London, W. C. 2. 
Thurs.—-Luke 12 : 31-34. 
“Fear Not, Little Flock.” 
Prayer Succestions: “The sheep of his 
pasture” (Psa. 100:3). The Good Shep- 
herd dispels all fear. Under his watch- 
care we should fear no evil. It is evil 
to do so. The tender Shepherd who gathers 
the lambs in his bosom will guard the 
weakest of his flock. “Fear not” perme- 
ates the Scriptures. Obedience to this 
divine command brings both peace and 
power. “I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me” (Psa. 23:4). Pray for the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, 146 Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E. C, 4. 


Fri.—Matthew 13:31, 32. 
The Growth of the Kingdom. 
Prayer Succestions: “Mustard seed.” 
What potentialities for good or evil are 
wrapped in little seeds! In the hands of 
the Devil, or of God, little things become 
mighty. “Who hath despised the day of 
small things?” (Zech. 4:10.) The small 
rudder turns the great ocean liner. A little 
fire destroys a great city. “Mustard seed” 
sins are great sins. They lie at the root 
of compromises, neglects, Church quarrels, 
and all sorts of evils. The growth of the 
mustard seed illustrates the progress of sin. 
Pray for the Mildmay Conference Center, 
London, N. 1. 


Sat.—Micah 4:1-4. The Nations Evangelized. 
Prayer Succestions: “The word. . 
from Jerusalem.” Pentecost sent forth “the 
word ... from Jerusalem.” At the Lord’s 
coming it will be so again. The law will 
go forth from Zion, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem to all nations. They 
will hear and heed, and the effects will be 
glorious. War will cease. Weapons will 
be made into instruments of husbandry. 
Men shall dwell under their vine and fig 
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| GOD’S MINUTE... 


¢ is a marvelous collection of 365 Daily Prayers, 
each 60 seconds long, written by 365 of the most emi- 
ment preachers and laymen in the world. Cloth, 60 
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GOD’S MESSAGE... 4a 
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a Message that quickens faith, brings comfort. Cloth, 
60 cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 
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trees. The “planned economy” of Heaven 
will operate with infinite blessing. The 
world’s “best deal” will make earth a gar- 
den of Eden. All will know the Lord. 
Pray for “World Dominion” minisiries, 
Founder’s Lodge, Mildmay Park, London, 
N. 1. 


Sun.—Isaiah 11 : 1-10. The Reign of the Messiah. 

Prayer Succestions: “He must reign” 
(1 Cor. 15:25). Christ is earth’s rightful 
Monarch. His sovereignty is embodied in 
his deity. He who now sits on the throne 
of God shall sit on the throne of David. 
He will be king over Israel and all the 
nations. His Kingdom will be universal, 
everlasting, and righteous. His triumph 
will be complete. He will bring salvation 
to the ends of the earth. Pray for the 
Mission to Lepers, 7 Bloomsbury Square, 
London, W. C. 1. 

ye 


The Editorials on Kagawa 





HE two editorials which originally ap- 

peared in the Times of November 16, 
1935, and February 8, 1936, entitled “Is 
Kagawa a Safe Teacher?” and “Does Ka- 
gawa Preach Christ’s Cross?” may be had 
in leaflet form, under the title of the first 
editorial, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, at $4 for 100 copies, 50 cents 
a dozen, or 5 cents each, postpaid. 
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